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IS EVEN BETTER 
ON BLU-RAY 


Uninterrupted viewing. 
Amazing hi-def picture and sound. 


Hours of never-before-seen special features. 
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THE BIG BANG THEORY FRINGE HUMAN TARGET V 
The Complete Third Season The Complete Second Season The Complete First Season The Complete First Season 
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28 COVER The Walking Dead Audiences hungry 
for good TV have feasted upon the AMC hit. The story 
behind how flesh-eating zombies conquered television, 
and a sneak peek at what’s up next. By Jeff “Doc” Jensen 


34 True Crime! Crazy Love! An $800,0000 con, 
four prison breaks, and a wild love affair—the bizarre 
real-life story that inspired Jim Carrey’s new comedy 
I Love You Phillip Morris. By Karen Valby 


40 L.A. Reid Follow along as EW spends the day 
with the music mogul: a 16-hour marathon that takes 
him from the executive boardroom to TV soundstages, 
tour-bus powwows, and beyond. By Leah Greenblatt 


44 Nicole Kidman The Oscar-winning actress 
looks more natural than she has in years in her new film, 
Rabbit Hole. So can the conversation get back to what 
matters: her talent? By Lisa Schwarzbaum 


47 Holiday Gift Guide If you're searching for the 
ultimate present for your pop culture fanatic, check out 
our picks for the best in entertainment. By Archana Ram 
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EW tags along for 

a day in the life of 
music exec L.A. Reid 
(pictured here 

with Rihanna on the set 
of Good Morning 
America on Nov. 17) 
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58 Movies 

Love & Other Drugs tries 
to be hot, but it leaves 

us cold; The King’s Speech; 
Tangled; Inception on 
DVD; Hugh Hefner... 


66 TV 

It’s the Charlie Sheen show 
on Two and a Half Men; 
ranking the new Top Chef 
All-Stars contestants... 


77 Music 
The Black Eyed Peas keep 
the party going; Xmas CDs... 


81 Books 
Ally Condie’s much-buzzed- 
about Matched; Julia Child... 


ON THE COVER Andrew Lincoln as Rick Grimes with zombies from 
AMC's The Walking Dead. Photographs by Matthew Welch/AMC. 
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YOUR OSCAR PICKS 


Following Dave Karger’s lead, readers came up with their own Oscar short list. 
Below, some dark-horse contenders for the Academy's consideration. 
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some of the most under- Jackson's scheming thug, Shyamalan?” (DVD & I’m confident Abrams will 
appreciated films of the Bridget Fonda’s vacuous Downloads), I feel I must recover from Undercovers. 
past two decades (20 nymph, and Michael come to the director’s Michael Reimann 
Years Ago). It was great to Keaton’s wacky fed. defense. He captured The Orlando 
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ONL/ CBS® 
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STARSHIP 
TROOPERS 


THE ROOM (2003) “Hi, doggy!” A beloved- 
by-comedians (and EW.com readers) fiasco 
from man of mystery Tommy Wiseau. 


4 \ ® : 
GLITTER (2001) Hilarious proof that 


playing a version of yourself really isn’t as 
easy as it looks, especially for Mariah Carey. 


The best bad movie? 


The Nov. 16 DVD release of Best Worst Movie (a documentary on the 
1990 fright flick Troll2) got us pondering our so-bad-they’re-good 
favorites. Here are your picks for the best of the worst. —CLARK COLLIS 


in , 
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GREASE 2 (1982) Grease may be the word, 
but Grease 2 is the movie Michelle Pfeiffer 
would most like expunged from her record. 


[ua 


SHOWGIRLS (1995) Director Verhoeven 
scores two films in the top ranks, thanks 
to his infamous tale of Vegas dancers. 


= 
DEEP BLUE SEA (1999) Even more best- 


worst than Jaws: The Revenge, this shark 
film boasts one of the best-best deaths ever. 


7% 


SS 


XANADU (1980) They don’t make roller- 
skating Greek-muse epics like this anymore, 
and not just because Gene Kelly is dead. 


FLASH GORDON (1980) Flash (“Ah-haa!”) 
is the savior of the universe...and of those 
rainy days when nothing else is on. 


<t4 a 


TROLL 2 (1990) Unauthorized sequel? 
Check! Italian crew? Check. Utah cast? 
Check! Awesomely terrible? CHECK!!! 
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| EWLooks Back 


ONE SEASON 
WONDERS 


KEN TUCKER remembers five beloved TV shows from 
the past 20 years that were axed after a single season 


FREAKS AND 
THE COMEBACK HBO GEEKS NBC (1999- 
(2005) 2000) Arguably the most 


influential sitcom that barely 
lived, F&G was a smart 
disaffected-teen dramedy that 
gave us Seth Rogen, James 
Franco, Busy Philipps, Jason 
Segel, and more. Oh, and exec 
producer Judd Apatow went 
on to make a few movies, too. 


FIREFLY FOX (2002) Joss Whedon's 
grand folly: a Howard Hawks Western 
crossed with a George Lucas space opera. 
Filled with vivid characters led by Nathan 
Fillion’s hotshot captain, Firefly applied a 
Buffy irony to shoot-outs and intergalactic 
action-adventure. The mass audience Firefly 
needed to survive 
didn't “get” the 
show, but the 
cult fans did, 
latching onto 
it immediately. 


THE ADVENTURES 
OF BRISCO COUNTY, 
JR. FOX (1993-94) 


ROBBERY HOMICIDE DIVISION 
CBS (2002) Only the most daring 
network cop show of the decade. This 
Michael Mann-produced stunner featured 
a terrific, pre-Celebrity Rehab Tom 
Sizemore leading cops through L.A. crime 
scenes. The show burst with terse, hard- 
boiled dialogue and visuals that glowed 
with eloquent menace. 
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The Top 10 Things We Love This Week 
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THE VAMPIRE 
DIARIES 
Sidestepping any 
trace of fang 
fatigue, season 2 
has only built 
from its strong 
debut season, 
with speedy plots, 
killer twists, and 
a welcome bunch 
of crazy new—and 
hot!—characters. 
(The CW, Thurs- | 
days, 8 p.m.) ® 


THE BEGINNING, 
the Black Eyed 
Peas Are you finally 
starting to tire of last 
year’s enormous hit 
“| Gotta Feeling” after 
playing it for the 
10 millionth time? No 


R/THE CW; SOMERHALDER: PATRICK ECCLESINE/THE CW; DOBREV: ANDREW ECCLES/THE CW; 


THE BLACK EYED PEAS: OWEN SWEENEY/REX/REX USA (2); PARKS AND RECREATION: DEAN HENDLER/NBC 


PARKS AND RECRE- DEAD LIKE YOU, by 


g worries! Pop music's 

E partyers-in-chief are ATION season 2 on DVD Peter James British 

3 back with another Having separation anxiety crime writer James con- 

2 album full of the due to Parks-less Thursdays? structs a taut thriller that 

2 ridiculously catchy ; Pop in this disc for bonus takes place in both 1997 and 
5 hooks and big, banging : Clips, blooper reels, and com- the present day, as police 

=| beats they do best. mentary from Amy Poehler. search for a serial rapist. 
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THE BEATLES on iTunes The Fab Four’s discography is at last available for digital 

purchase, and it comes with tons of cool extras. Buy The Beatles Box Set and you'll 
get photos and mini-documentaries for each of their albums. Best of all: You'll also get 
an amazing film chronicling the band’s first-ever U.S. concert in 1964. 


24 


BOARDWALK EMPIRE 

finale Dec. 5 will mark 
the end of the Empire, cap- 
ping off a fantastic season of 
illicit hooch and hot-to-trot 
flappers as Nucky (Steve 
Buscemi) tries to keep a 
hold on his seaside fiefdom. 
You can catch earlier epi- 
sodes on HBO on Demand. 


AS ALWAYS, JULIA 

Julie Powell wasn’t the 
first person to feel con- 
nected to the forever ingra- 
tiating Julia Child. Pen pal 
and confidante Avis DeVoto 
was truly close to the 
French Chef, and their ex- 
tensive culinary correspon- 
dence is collected here. 
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TINY FURNITURE 

A small indie with 
big promise, Furniture is 
the debut of 24-year-old 
filmmaking wunderkind 
Lena Dunham, who cast 
her own family in this 
droll R-rated comedy 
about postgrad inertia. (In 
theaters and on demand) 


DISNEY EPIC MICKEY 
for Nintendo Wii Don’t 
let the high-waist pants 
and helium voice fool 
you—Mickey Mouse can 
be quite the bad mofo 


when he wants to, as in this darkly inventive 
new videogame (rated E). Armed with a magic 
paintbrush, Mickey must save a fantasy realm 
and avoid those who want to steal his heart. 
It may be Disney, but it’s not just kids’ stuff. 


Jay 


Electronica’s 
“SHINY SUIT 


THEORY” 
feat. Jay-Z 
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ADAM LARKEY/ABC 


firstiook 


An early peek at some of Hollywood's coolest projects 


James Marsden 
feels the love on 
Modern Family 


He's mostly known for 

his roles in action flicks 
(X-Men) and romances 
(The Notebook). So what's 
Marsden doing on ABC's 
Modern Family? “James is 
hilarious,” series star Jesse 
Tyler Ferguson (pictured 
lying down) says of the 
actor, who appears in an 
episode early next year 

as a reiki practitioner 

who moves in next door 
to Mitchell (Ferguson) and 
Cam (Eric Stonestreet). 
“Believe me, he would not 
have been in Mitchell and 
Cam’s hot tub if he wasn’t 
funny—okay, funny and 
hot.” —Tanner Stransky 
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™Betty White and 
Mary Tyler Moore 
On the Hot in 
Cleveland set Nov. 5 


V returns for 


season 2 Elizabeth 
Mitchell (left) knows the 
rebooted V got off toa 
shaky start. “A quiet 
group of people talking 
about doing something? 
That’s not fun to watch,” 
she says of season 1. 

“| wanted to be an action 
hero, not an exposition 
hero!” Mitchell promises 
that the coming season 
(premiering Jan. 4) ups 
the thrills..and the moral 
ambiguity. In this scene, 
the rebels torture a 
disguised alien (Rekha 
Sharma, right) by slicing 
off her lizard tail. “I was 
like, ‘They're actually 
showing that?” says 
Mitchell. “The effects 
are freakin’ gruesomely 
good.” —Darren Franich 


Mary Tyler Moore guest-stars 
with Betty White on Hot in 


Cleveland \t’s a WJM reunion! Moore 
reteams with White—her costar on the 1970s 
smash The Mary Tyler Moore Show (below)— 
for the Jan. 19 episode of TV Land's Hot in 
Cleveland. Moore portrays a woman with Mob 
connections who runs into Elka (White) in the 
pokey. (White's character was busted for hoard- 
ing stolen goods in the season 1 finale.) “We 
really have been lusting after each other for 
all these years, wishing we could get together 
ona set and do something again,” Moore tells 
EW. Even before the scene taped, White was 
anticipating how Moore's appearance would play 
out with the sitcom’s live studio audience. “For 
her first entrance, I'm sure they'll go crazy for an 
hour and a half” she told EW last month. “I'll just 
sit there and read something.” —Lynette Rice 
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=’ Box Office 


Shakedown 


As ticket prices continue to climb, more and more 
moviegoers feel robbed. By Sara Vilkomerson 


WHOEVER WOULD HAVE thought that 
when it came to a night out for dinner anda 
movie, it’d be the movie part that would be 
more expensive? Yet so it goes across the 
country as ticket prices have continued to soar 
in 2010, with a 4 percent rise in regular movie 
tickets and 8.3 percent hike for increasingly 
popular 3-D sales. In Los Angeles and New 
York City, two adult tickets to a 3-D movie like 
Dec. 17’s TRON: Legacy will cost almost $40— 


Illustration by JOHN UELAND 


NDS AVIWE Anpuar 
IN, 


and that’s before you add in any extra fees: 
purchasing tickets in advance (at a charge of 
about $1.25 each), parking, and a visit to the 
concession stand (in NYC, a medium popcorn 
and soda can run you an additional $11.50). 
It may explain why movie attendance so far 
this year is down 2.1 percent from 2009. As 
one EW.com reader recently ranted: “I used 
to average 20 to 30 movies a year, easily. 
This year, I haven’t seen [anything] since 
Inception.... ’ve watched lots of Netflix—but 
nothing has been worth the ridiculous prices.” 
Things have certainly changed since 1948, 
the earliest year tracked by the National 
Association of Theatre Owners, when a ticket 
cost around 36 cents. “People are always sur- 
prised when things get more expensive,” says 
Patrick Corcoran, NATO’s director of media 
and research. “But on average, movie tickets 
have increased less than other things.” > 
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News 
&Notes 


Corcoran says that the $7.85 national average 
(which takes into account children’s rates, 
matinees, and even those fancy IMAX 3-D 
showings) is still lower, when adjusting for 
inflation, than it was in 1967. (A ticket then 
cost $1.22, which would be $7.99 today.) 

Be that as it may, many potential moviegoers 
are feeling the pinch in these tough economic 
times, and some find themselves wondering 
not Will I like this movie? but Is it worth it 
to see this in the theater? “We get a lot of 
feedback from people [who say] ‘I'll wait till 
it comes out on DVD, which I know the 
theater owners hate to hear,” says Matt 
Atchity, editor in chief of Rotten Tomatoes, 
a site that aggregates film reviews. “People’s 
home systems are getting closer and closer 
to the theater experience—you already 
have the Netflix subscription, you have the 
HD cable, you can wait the two months 
and watch the movie then. Which is why 
everyone is doing 3-D now—you gotta do 
something to get people out of their houses.” 

And that’s where a big movie event, like 
2009’s Avatar—the highest-grossing film in 
history—will score an advantage over more 
modest fare. “People seem to be okay with 


CatonaHot =: Cool Hand 
Tin Roof : Luke 
TICKET PRICE : TICKET PRICE 
$0.68* . $1.22 


“Averages provided by the National Association of Theatre Owners 
ol —_ — —=—_ 


People : Wolves 
TICKET PRICE: : 
$2.69 $4.22 $5.39 $7.85 


paying that extra buck or two to see some- 
thing if they’re seeing it on a really big 
screen and they’re getting an extraordinary 
out-of-home experience,” says Fandango 
spokesman Harry Medved. 

But simply being in 3-D is not enough; for 
every major 3-D success so far this year (Toy 
Story 3, Alice in Wonderland, Despicable Me), 
there’ve been plenty that disappointed 
audiences (Clash of the Titans, The Last Air- 
bender, Piranha 3D), mostly because of their 
hasty, last-second conversions. (The backlash 
against 3-D conversions surely played a part in 
Warner Bros. decision to release Harry Potter 
and the Deathly Hallows—Part 1 in 2-D. 
Viewers still have the option of splurging for 
IMAX, where the surcharge generally runs 
between $2 and $4.) That means Hollywood 
has its fingers crossed that a bona fide, shot-in- 
3-D epic like TRON: Legacy will prove irresist- 
ible. Even weeks before its scheduled release, 
the follow-up to the 1982 cult classic has 
already sold out more than 100 showtimes. 
As Fandango’s Medved notes, “I think TRON 
follows the tradition of Avatar, where film- 
makers will deliver a lot of bang for your buck.” 
But maybe you should skip the popcorn. 


Ticket Prices Through the Years 


What would it have cost you to see these classics on the big screen? Here's how the national 
average for theater admission has risen—and risen some more. 


Ordinary Dances With Erin Alicein 


Wonderland 
TICKET PRICE 


Brockovich 


TICKET PRICE TICKET PRICE 
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« “ Proqvamming Highlights — 


countdown to 
25 Days o€ Christmas 


Thursday, 11/25 
8:30EM/7:30c Miracle on 34th Street 


Friday, 11/26 
Tem/6c 
9em/8C 


A Boy Named Charlie Brown 
Snoopy Come Home 


Saturday, 11/27 


9em/8cC Home Alone 2: Lost in New York 

Sunday, 11/28 

8em/7c The Dog Who Saved 
Christmas Vacation 


A New ABC Family Original Movie 


Monday, 11/29 
7em/6c The Dog Who Saved Christmas 
Tuesday, 11/30 


6emM/5c Happy Feet 


25 Days o€ Christmas_ 
Wednesday, 12/1 
8om/7c Dr. Seuss’ How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas 


Thursday, 12/2 
7em/6c The Santa Clause 
Friday, 12/3 

8:309M/7:30C The Polar Express 


Saturday, 12/4 


All Day Harry Potter Marathon 
Nem/10c Tim Burton's The Nightmare 
Before Christmas 


The Santa Clause 


a nad TSOQY, 12/2 at Tpm/6e } 


Sunday, 12/5 


All Day Harry Potter Marathon 


Monday, 12/6 


7em/6c Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer and the Island 
of Misfit Toys 
8:300m/7:30C Willy Wonka & the 
Chocolate Factory 
Tuesday, 12/7 
7:30EM/6:30C Cranberry Christmas 
8em/7c Frosty’s Winter Wonderland 
8:300m/7:30C Home Alone 2: Lost in New York 
Wednesday, 12/8 
8:300M/7:30C Miracle on 34th Street 
Thursday, 12/9 
6em/5c Rudolph’s Shiny New Year 
7em/6c The Gruffalo 
A New ABC Family Original Special 
8em/7c Santa Claus Is Comin’ to Town 
9emM/8C The Year Without a Santa Claus 


Friday, 12/10 


8em/7c The Santa Clause 


Saturday, 12/11 


All Day Holiday Movie Marathon 
9em/8C Santa Clause 3: 

The Escape Clause 
Sunday, 12/12 
8em/7c Christmas Cupid 


A New ABC Family Original Movie 
Monday, 12/13 
9em/8C Holiday in Handcuffs 


Tuesday, 12/14 


6em/5c Dr. Seuss’ The Cat in the Hat 

6:300m/5:30c Dr. Seuss’ Pontoffel Pock, 
Where Are You? 

7em/6c Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch 
Grinches The Cat in the Hat 

7:309m/6:30C Puff the Magic Dragon 


watch december 1-25 


abcfamily.com/25days 


Pr. Seuss’ How 


Stole Chrishe Stinch 


Wednesday, 12/15 
8emM/7c Disney Prep & Landing 
8:30em/7:30C DisneyePixar's Finding Nemo 


Thursday, 12/16 
8:30em/7:30C DisneysPixar’s The Incredibles 


Friday, 12/17 


8:30EmM/7:30C DisneysPixar’s Wall*E 


Saturday, 12/18 


All Day Holiday Classics Marathon 
8em/7c DisneysPixar’s Toy Story 
Sunday, 12/19 
8em/7c DisneyePixar's Toy Story 2 
Monday, 12/20 
8em/7c Santa Buddies 
Tuesday, 12/21 
6em/5c Miracle on 34th Street 
8:309m/7:30C The Polar Express 
Wednesday, 12/22 
8emM/7C The Santa Clause 
10eEm/9c Santa Clause 3: 

The Escape Clause 


Thursday, 12/23 , 
8:30EM/7:30C Home Alone 2: Lost in New York 


Friday, 12/24 
All Day Holiday Classics Marathon 
Saturday, 12/25 
7em/6c Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch 4 
Stole Christmas 


fe 1 
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family 


a new kind of family 


“Superman” 
leads the if 
of potential 
nominees 


Which Films Scored— 
And Who Got Snubbed 


ANOTHER YEAR, another set of controversial 
oversights by the Oscars’ documentary 
branch. On Noy. 18, the Academy announced 


Hit 
L'st 


by Dan Snierson 


1. Daniel Day-Lewis to star in 
Spielberg’s Abraham Lincoln biopic 
“I grew the beard. Easy. Emanci- 
pated a few people. Went smooth- 
ly,” said the famously dedicated 
actor. “But this whole shot-in- 
the-head thing? That s--- hurts!” 


2. Randy Quaid skips another 
court hearing Okay, now it’s official: 
Cousin Eddie is the saner alter ego. 


3. New Harry Potter movie 
raises eyebrows with imaginary 
nude make-out scene between 
Harry and Hermione In related 
news, the film is expected to 
gross $900 million and gross out 
9 million little boys. 


4. After two-year break, Amy 
Winehouse announces four 
January shows What will she say? 
What will she sing? Why are 


we asking questions that will be 
rendered moot by a “Winehouse 
mini-tour postponed” announce- 
ment i in late December? 


the 15 films that will contend for next year’s 
five Best Documentary Feature slots. 
Although assumed front-runners like Waiting 
for “Superman” (which follows several young 
students trying to win places at charter 
schools) and Jnside Job (the Matt Damon- 

| narrated exposé of the current financial 
crisis) made the cut, missing from the list 
were the acclaimed Joan Rivers: A Piece 

of Work, the Facebook-fueled Catfish, and 
the too-cute-for-words Babies. An Academy 
spokeswoman, meanwhile, says that the 
Joaquin Phoenix doc /’m Still Here was not 
submitted for consideration; it’s conceivably 
still eligible for Best Picture. (Some of 

the semifinalists—Client 9: The Rise and Fall 
of Eliot Spitzer, Exit Through the Gift Shop, 
The Lottery, Restrepo, and William Kunstler: 


5. Eva Concordia Parker files for alworcel from Tony Parker nttae 
discovering hundreds of racy texts to another woman Ah, so 
that’s why she’s been calling him a Tiger in bed. 


6. Rachel Zoe tweets news of pregnancy She’s also begun work 
on a line of loose-fitting baby clothing adorned with chunky 
jewelry that soothes crying infants. #boohoochic 


7. Ad campaign to raise awareness of scientists pairs them with 
rock stars like Bret Michaels They’ve even teamed up with 
Michaels to build an eco-friendly Rock of Love bus that runs 
solely on what’s scientifically referred to as “skank juice.” 


8. Steve Perry refutes rumor that he was planning to reunite with 
Journey “For the last time, please stop believing,” sighed Perry. 


9. Angry man shoots TV after Bristol Palin advances on Dancing 
With the Stars If that’s not a refudiation, I don't know what i is. 


Disturbing the Universe—are already available REE RL TS Re Beedle ae includes giveaway sof 6 
cameras! diamond watches! cruises! Once again, crew mem- ~ 


on DVD or via on demand.) Apart from the bers did not get their favorite thing: earplugs. 
art-world tale Exit Through the Gift Shop, it’s - 


a pretty intense group—no surprise 
considering the documentary 
branch overlooked Michael 
Moore’s Capitalism: A Love 
Story and the heavy metal 
saga Anvil! The Story of 


The Shaw 


Report by Jessica Shaw 


VR Wea Avil last year. Apparently, a ee | 
e) \ , if you're gunning for a Best Drunk shopping Drunk texting Drunk dialing 
~y i Fh 9 Documentary Oscar nod ; IF oe eee 
~y Va ¥ Princess Kate Girlfriend Kate Single Kate 
W Joan Rivers these days, you’d better not —— 
was overlooked Pumpkin-pie shakes Pumpkin cheesecake Plain old pie 


A be funny. —Dave Karger 


. for Joan Rivers: 
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( A Piece'of Work E 


Behind the scenes of the movie and TV biz 


What’s next 
for Jaden Smith? 


fe OLLOWING HIS breakout turn in this summer’s hit The Karate 


Kid, Jaden Smith has major movie-star clout—like his dad, 
Will, but scaled down to a 12-year-old’s size. So how will he 
capitalize on it? Though his name, along with his sister Willow’s, 
has been attached to an adaptation of the graphic-novel series 
Amulet, Jaden says the dark fantasy tale about two lost kids 
searching for their mother isn’t on his immediate to-do list. Instead 
| he’s focusing on One Thousand A.E., a science-fiction project 
M. Night Shyamalan is slated to direct. 
“We’re reading the script right now,” 
Jaden says. “I don’t want to give it away 
because that wouldn’t be tight, but it’s set 
in the future and it’s about a journey.” 
Not surprisingly, given The Karate Kid’s 
nearly $360 million global box office 
haul, Sony is also batting around the 
idea of a sequel. “They’re talking about 
it,” Jaden says. He’d better keep those 
kung fu skills sharp. —Josh Rottenberg 


Jaden Smith; , 
(inset) withy, 
Jackie Chan ‘a 


(inset) Tom 
Selleck and 
Len Cariou 
on Blue 


Bloods 


Z The return ofa Kelly, Kris, and sai 

S = ke - 

= | Hollywood hitmaker eae oe A not-so-quiet ; 

oy If ageism exists in Starsky and Hutch, Smallville's Al Gough riot on Desper. ate ea) 

Pes television, no one’s S*W‘A'T*, and Hart and Miles Millar, he Housewives rey 

38 told prolific producer to Hart on the small vows, “This is not First a tornado, then a plane " 

ge Leonard Goldberg, screen isn’t worried going to be your crash, and now...a riot? 

36 who at 76 is respon- that remake fatigue father’s Charlie's Big neighborhood madness 

zs sible for bringing Blue could threaten his new Angels.” If there’s is planned for Desperate 

ai Bloods to CBS and version of Angels, anything troubling Housewives’ midseason cliff- 

ug rebooting Charlie's which he first pro- Goldberg these days, hanger on Dec. 12. EW has 

$3 Angels for ABC next duced for ABC from it’s that he didn’t make learned exclusively that one Marcia 

ay fall. The TV vet who 1976 to 1981. “You enough hit shows in of the Housewives will Cross 

oe also put classics have to respect the the '70s and ’80s that become critically injured in v— A 
$8 like Fantasy Island, past, but you have to could be updated for the episode, titled “Down the Block There’s 
2: give the audiences today. “I was kidding a Riot.” So is a gun-wielding Bree (Marcia 

38 something new,” says _ with a friend that I'd Cross) the one to blame? The producers won't 
25 Goldberg, who's better get out my old spill, but something's got the unhappy home- 
Sa narrowed down his development list. maker on a tear. It might just be because of 
as search for the next Since they've gone this other tidbit that EW has unearthed: 

gu through all my series, Richard (John Schneider) is about to come 
Pe maybe there’s an between Bree and Keith (Brian Austin Green). 
Eg idea that didn’t go to After the cliff-hanger, Housewives will go 

> Leonard air that they'll want.” into repeats until Jan. 2. —LR 

28 Goldberg; —Lynette Rice 
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Monitor 


Publicist Ronni Chasen 
mourned by Hollywood 


At this writing, all anybody knows for sure is that around 12:30 a.m. on Nov. 16, 
after she attended the Burlesque premiere in Hollywood, well-known and 
much-loved movie publicist Ronni Chasen was murdered in Beverly Hills. 
Her Mercedes-Benz was found smashed into alamppost near Sunset Boule- 
vard, with the driver’s-side window broken. Chasen was behind the wheel 
with five bullets in her chest. The 64-year-old publicist with the perfectly 
coiffed hair and endearingly brassy voice was an institution in Los Angeles. 
She'd been a fixture in the city since the 1970s, and for the past 20 years ran 
her own agency, Chasen & Company, which excelled at Academy Award 
strategizing. Although her name was seldom invoked at the podium, her 
campaigns contributed to Oscars for films like The Hurt Locker, Shakespeare 
in Love, and Driving Miss Daisy. Those who knew Chasen—andin Hollywood, 
that’s just about everybody—are reeling from the loss, and are left with many 
unanswered questions. Police confiscated computers from Chasen’s office, 
while a $125,000 reward—largely donated by the Palm Springs International 
Film Festival, which Chasen had helped run for the past decade—has been 
offered for information leading to the capture of her killer. And in the ultimate 
show of respect, all six rival studios banded together to cohost a reception 
after Chasen’s memorial on Nov. 21.—Benjamin Svetkey 


a ———— EI ——————————————————E SD 
husband, Tony Parker, 


28, citing irreconcil- 
able differences, Nov. 


MTV's Teen Mom, 
in Anderson, Ind., 
after a seven-week 


17 in Los Angeles investigation into 
Superior Court. The alleged domestic 
couple have been violence. She’s 
married since 2007. accused of hitting 
Gary Shirley, 24, 
COURTS the father of her 
Peer =(Lhree criminal 2-year-old daughter, 
- eiaerues charges have been Leah. Two of the 
filed against Amber charges are classi- 


EXPECTING 


Portwood, 20, of fied as felonies due 

Pink (née Alecia to Leah’s alleged 
Beth Moore), 31, and presence; the third 
husband Carey Hart, is a misdemeanor. 
35, are expecting Portwood denies 
their first child. any violence 

occurred in front of 
SPLITS the child. She could 
Eva Longoria Parker, face up to three 
35, filed for divorce Tony Parker years in jail and 
from her NBA-star fines up to $10,000 if 
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convicted.... After a 
guilty verdict on 
tax-evasion charges 
in 2008 and several 
appeals, actor 
Wesley Snipes, 48, 
was ordered Nov. 19 


BIRTHDAYS 


Tina Turner, 71 
Nov. 26 


Jon Stewart, 48 
Nov. 28 


Don Cheadle, 46 
Nov. 29 


Woody Allen, 75 
Dec. 1 


Britney Spears, 29 
Dec. 2 


April with an Oscar 
she helped win for 

The Hurt Locker; 
(inset) with Morgan 
Freeman in 200! 


to surrender to fed- 
eral authorities and 
begin serving his 
three-year prison 
sentence. —Brad Wete, 
with additional reporting 
by Stewart Allen 
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CINEMA SERIES. 
A NEW DIMENSION IN 
QUALITY AND STYLE. 


TOSHIBA CINEMA SERIES TV, NOW IN BREATHTAKING 3D. 


Who says looks aren't everything? With its ultra-thin, ultra-beautiful flush front design, stunning high-contrast LED 
picture quality, and now, enhanced 3D capability, the Cinema Series® WX800 is the one you've been waiting for. Add 
in its built-in wireless capability with a full suite of internet apps for video, audio, information and social networking, 


and you have the ultimate home theater experience. You'll wonder how you ever lived without it. toshibatv.com 


CINEMA SERIES* 


LEODTW @NeTTV" Leading Innovation >>> 


“Viewing 3D content requires compatible Toshiba 3D glasses, compatible 3D playback device or 3D source, and 3D capable HDMI cable (all sold separately). Third party internet services are not 
provided by Toshiba, may change or be discontinued at any time and may be subject to third part trictions. Toshiba makes no representations or warranties about these services, which may require 
the creation of a separate account through a computer w ternet access, and payment of one-time and/or recurring charges. LED TV is part of the LCD TV line-up. © Toshiba America Information 
Systems, Inc., 9740 Irvine Bivd., Irvine, CA 92618-1697 2010. All rights reserved. 


The Best Films of 2010 


Movies starring computer nerds, a mutant baby, and Leonardo 
DiCaprio all made the cut. BY STEPHEN KING 


aut 


S I ALWAYS REMIND EW readers, 
my 10-best list covers (roughly) the 
months from November to November. 


4, The Social Network Jesse Hisen- 
berg is a revelation as the fast-talking, 
corner-cutting, terminally insecure 
compu-geek Mark Zuckerberg. 
Meaty and character-driven, full of 


I like to be early because I know main- a For long too-smart-for-their-own-good kids 
stream critics depend on my list for stretch es who talk with the rat-a-tat speed of 
guidance, recognizing my impeccable taste. I should also gunsels in a James Cagney movie, 
remind you guys that I’m an entertainment writer, not a 0 . The Social Network succeeds where 
movie critic. Like Charlie in the old StarKist commercials, Incep tion, Michael Douglas’ Wall Street sequel 
I’m not interested in tuna with good taste; I want tuna that j was fails. It’s a nasty-business classic. 
tastes good. And so, without further ado, here are the Ten. lit TT 3. Inception Did I fully understand 
10. Green Zone Matt Damon is at his decent-Everyman best as a itera y the dream-within-a-dream concept? 
USS. Army chief warrant officer who discovers that the Iraqi u nable to Idid not. Nor did I care. Christopher 
rei ti ies our so n for going to ere a hoax. look : ee pia eee tr 
reg ear isneat ly as good, playing a smarmy part- away. me with deligh' and won er, an 
ment type anxious to perpetuate the cover-up. Here's one Iraq- was enough. TV is often great at 
war movie that puts story and suspense above shrill outrage. -§ <9 = what it does, but sometimes only the 


9. Jackass 3D I actually saw it in 2-D, but humor this low hardly 

needs an extra dimension. Few of the gags can be described in a family 
magazine, so let’s leave it at this: If you find the idea of grown men in their 
underpants playing tetherball with a hive of pissed-off Africanized bees as 
hilarious as I do, you loved Jackass. If not...g0 rent a Woody Allen movie. 
8. Monsters The United States has built a wall between Texas and 
Mexico to keep illegal immigrants out—only these illegals are 60 feet 
high and have tentacles. Director Gareth Edwards created the special 
effects on a laptop, and they’re amazingly good. The story—newspaper 
photographer is tasked with bringing his boss’ wayward daughter out 
of the infested zone—is simple, but sturdy and resonant. Think Heart 
of Darkness crossed with District 9. 

7. Splice Two scientists use gene-splicing technology to create a freakish, 
fast-growing baby that is as pathetic as it is terrifying. What lifts this 
film far above average are talented actors—Adrien Brody and the 
divine Sarah Polley—who take the material seriously, and the guiding 
hand of producer Guillermo del Toro, who gave us Pan’s Labyrinth. 

6. Kick-Ass An ordinary kid named Dave (Aaron Johnson) learns that being 
a superhero isn’t all it’s cracked up to be. The performances of Chloé Grace 
Moretz as the petite, bloodthirsty Hit Girl and Nicolas Cage at his balls-to- 
the-wall craziest as her father are what make the movie shine. Kick-Ass also 
contains the second-best line of the year: “Now switch to kryptoniiiiite!” 

5. Takers This satisfyingly complex cops-’n’-robbers movie features great 
performances from Matt Dillon, Idris Elba, and—surprising but true— 
Hayden Christensen. The climax strains credulity, but the characters feel 
real, and the armored-car heist is the best action sequence I’ve seen this year. 


big screen will do. For long stretches 

of Inception, I was literally unable to look away. 
2. The Town Bad title, fantastic movie. I’d be 
the first to admit that Martin Scorsese is a 
more innovative and imaginative director 
than Ben Affleck (at least so far), but Affleck 
understands the sad and seedy underclass of 
Boston’s Charlestown—known just as the 
Town to its scuffling inhabitants—in a spe- 
cial way. For a movie that ends with a gaudy 
blast of gunfire, it’s a strangely intimate film, 
and the situation that drives the plot (profes- 
sional bank thief falls in love with hostage) is 
simultaneously sweet and weirdly kinky. 
1. Let Me In Moving and bloodthirsty, tender 
and horrifying, sweet and gruesome. These 
beautifully drawn contrasts—plus the bleak 
snowscape of Los Alamos, N.M.—make 
Let Me In the best remake (from the Swedish 
film Let the Right One In) of the year, and the 
best horror film of the decade. It’s a story of 
teenage love and loss that makes the Twilight 
films look pallid by comparison. 

That's my list, but it wouldn’t be right to close 
without mentioning the best line of the year: 
“Machete don’t text.” But you knew that. m 
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UNGRY FOR GOOD TV HAVE FEASTED UPON 
. THE STORY BEHIND HOW FLESH-EATING 
ZOMBIES’ CONQUERED TELEVISION, AND A 
SNEAK PEEK AT WHAT'S UP NEXT. 
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TO AVOID BECOMING LUNCH 
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LOOKING BACK, Andrew Lincoln can only laugh. 
But on an infernally hot morning last summer in 
Atlanta, when the star of AMC’s zombie survival saga 
The Walking Dead found himself hacking up a corpse 
and smearing his sweat-drippy body with its pulp 
entrails, the 37-year-old classically trained Britis 
thespian really did find it all rather disturbing. “I 
remember thinking, ‘Please! This is not what I signed 
up for!” says eens of the audacious moment 
from the second episode, in which his heroic lawman, 
Rick Grimes, hatches a plan to escape the zombie 
horde by trying to look—and smell—like one of them. 
The wickedly bleak work was so exhausting and unsettling 
that the actor says he improvised the line that effectively stops 
the scene (“We need more guts”) only because he wanted the 
scene to end. Not that it got any better the next day, when 
Lincoln and young costar Steven Yeun had to zombie-walk 
through downtown Atlanta with intestines and severed feet 
draped over their shoulders. “Afterward,” 
Lincoln says, “Steven asks me, ‘Is this 
normal for Hollywood?’ And I said, ‘Far 
from normal, my friend. Far from normal.” 
To be clear, no real persons alive or un- 
dead were harmed in the filming of that 
scene. (Your fake-guts recipe: faux blood, 
Vaseline, K-Y jelly. Mix and enjoy!) To be 
even more clear, The Walking Dead— 
developed by Oscar-nominated filmmaker 
Frank Darabont from an acclaimed comic 
book by writer Robert Kirkman—is a 
monster smash, one that’s being hailed 
as the year’s best new series. Debuting on 
Halloween to record-breaking ratings for 
a basic-cable drama, this great and gory 
end-of-the-world epic has stunned indus- 
try observers by holding strong, averaging 
5 million viewers a week—more than 
twice the average of AMC’s now-second- 
biggest hit, Mad Men. The network has 
already ordered a 13-episode second season that may not 
arrive until next fall. That may sound like an interminable 
wait for fans (call them Undeadheads), especially since the 
first season concludes on Dec. 5 after only six episodes. Then 
again, Halloween does seem like the most wonderful time of 
the year for a zombie saga. In the words of exec producer Gale 
Anne Hurd (The Terminator): “Why mess with a good thing?” 
Please: Don’t. While it’s way easy to define The Walking 
Dead by its outrageous horror-genre violence and viscera 
(never has a T'V series more indulged a blood-splattering 
head shot), what makes it a cut above is its brainy envisioning 


watch 
they step 
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LincoIn& Co 


Chandler Riggs: 
and Sarah 


Laurie Holden 
and Emma 


of a terrifying apocalyptic meltdown that leaves human 
characters struggling for physical and spiritual survival by 
snaring them in one moral quagmire after another. Your 
beloved spouse is now a zombie. Do you put her down or wait 
in hope for a cure? A member of your community needs to 
be rescued. He’s also a vile racist. Is he worth the bullets and 
manpower to save? What is the value of a human life? Who 
makes the rules when the world breaks down? Into the mael- 
strom rides Rick Grimes, an idealistic Southern sheriff’s 
deputy who awakens from a coma to discover civilization 
has imploded because of an inexplicable pandemic that has 


(PREVIOUS SPREAD AND THIS SPREAD) SCOTT GARFIELD/AMC (11) 


4 ¥ Steven Yeun 
~ sand Lincoln head 
intoa ; 


turned human beings into shambling cannibals. After a har- 
rowing search, Rick reunites with wife Lori (Prison Break’s 
Sarah Wayne Callies) and young son Carl (Chandler Riggs) 
and joins a camp of survivors led by best friend and partner 
Shane (Jon Bernthal). The final two episodes of the season 
will see the survivors trek to the Centers for Disease Control. 
“The end of the season brings our characters—and the audi- 
ence—to key questions,” says Darabont. “Are there answers? 
Is there hope? Is there any structure or authority or govern- 
ment working on our behalf?” Pause. “That’s a pretty legiti- 
mate question even without a zombie apocalypse.” 


ROBERT KIRKMAN LOVED ZOMBIE MOVIES, 


but he believed they suffered from one significant flaw: the fact 
that they have to end. “Most zombie stories end with a few 
characters riding off into the sunset or to uncertain destinies,” 
says the comic scribe. “I wanted to know: Where do they go? 
How do they continue to find food and water? How do they sur- 
vive? There weren’t any zombie stories out there that provided 
me with the answers, so I decided to do it myself.” The Walking 
Dead made its comic debut in 2003 and last week reached its 
79th issue. One of its earliest fans was Darabont, who aspired 
to create his own zombie epic, but for TV. In early 2005, he 
secured the rights and tapped as key collaborators Kirkman 


RICK GRIMES 


Is the idealistic 
lawman more 
devoted to family 
or do-gooding? 
Such is Rick’s defining tension. 
The model for his character: 
Gary Cooper, High Noon. Psst! We 
hear a big secret gets whispered 
in Rick’s ear during the finale. 


SHANE 
Rick’s best bud 


and loyal No. 2 
has tasted being 


No, 1—and likes it. 


Uh-oh. Even Bernthal’s mom 
didn’t approve of the Lori/Shane 
adultery. “She texted me, ‘How 
dare you be in the woods with 
another man’s wife!l’” 


i, DARYL DIXON 


tre 


4 , 
. < “If 10 zombies 
f attacked, Daryl 
® is good for six 
of them,” says 
Reedus of his fierce, crossbow- 
wielding character. He resents 
the survivors for abandoning 
his big bro, Merle—but he’s slowly 
bonding with them too. 


ae LORI GRIMES 


——) 
‘of Rick's fiery, 
| frustrated, 
frog-legs-hating 
wife. Believing 
Rick dead, she started knocking 
boots with Shane. “Her primary 
care is her son’s safety and 
protecting his innocence,” says 
Callies. “She’s a powerhouse.” 


oy ANDREA 


| Gutsy and frank, 

Andrea has a 

close rapport with 

wise, paternal 
Dale (Jeffrey DeMunn); they'll 
become even closer as the series 
progresses. Her little sis, Amy, just 
got zombie-chomped. Does she 
have the strength to put her down? 


MERLE DIXON 


Season 1 has 

left us with 

plenty of 

intriguing loose 
ends, like one-handed racist 
Merle. Both he and Good Dad 
With a Zombie Wife Morgan 
(Lennie James) remain MIA... 
for now. —JJ 


(he scripted the show’s fourth episode) and movie-makeup whiz 
Greg Nicotero. “You know some girls like to play Barbies?” says 
Darabont. “Well, us old guys like to play zombies.” 

But television in the mid-2000s was one big No Country 
for Old (Zombie-Loving) Men, as Darabont’s pitch for The 
Walking Dead was rejected first by NBC, then by several other 
networks because of its doom, gloom, and gore. Enter Gale 
Anne Hurd, a self-described “geek-genre girl from way back” 
who suggested to Darabont that his vision could be made 
better by adding three uppercase, upscale letters to the mix: 
AMC. The basic-cable network gobbled up Darabont’s pitch 
immediately. According to Charlie Collier, the network’s 
president and general manager, AMC saw The Walking Dead 
as an opportunity to expand the scope of the channel’s brand 
with a fall-timed property that could keep and even grow the 
young demos that make “Fearfest”—a two-week slate of 
horror films—one of its highest-rated programming blocks 
each October. AMC’s enthusiasm and strategy led the 
network to order not just a pilot but an entire first season last 
May. The caveat? Launching The Walking Dead by Halloween 
left enough time to produce only six high-quality episodes. 
“Tt was literally like surviving a zombie apocalypse,” says 
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Specia' . 

i. makeup designer Greg 

\'Nicotero applies a 
fresh coat to Lincoln : oe 


“WE DIDN’T WANT [THE ZOMBIES] TO 
BECOME A PARODY OF ANYTHING, 

OR EVEN THEMSELVES. OUR AMBITION 
WAS TO MAKE THE AUDIENCE ACTUALLY 
FEEL AND CARE FOR THE ZOMBIE.” 


—Producer Greg Nicotero 


Darabont of the time crunch. “There weren’t zombies trying 
to eat us, but the schedule certainly was.” 

As Darabont prepped the pilot and developed scripts with 
other writers, he and Nicotero fleshed out their vision for the 
show’s flesh-chewing revenants, known in the series as “walkers” 
or “geeks.” They took their visual cues from the comic book’s 
zombies: long necks, pronounced teeth, faces gaunt from starva- 
tion. Each zombie bears marks of an individual history; a deer- 
eating zombie in episode 3, played by Nicotero himself, had 
hideous facial lacerations—machete wounds, he explains, from 
an offscreen skirmish. The zombies of The Walking Dead are 
victims of tragedy, not metaphors for social satire—hence 
you'll never see cheeky caricatures like Politician Zombie or 
TV Newsman Zombie or Glee Club Zombie. “We didn’t want 
them to become a parody of anything, or even themselves,” says 
Nicotero. “Our ambition was to make the audience actually feel 
and care for the zombie, not merely be frightened by it.” 

The actors who play The Walking Dead’s not-undead char- 
acters all tell variations of the same story about becoming 
involved in the series. “I got an e-mail outlining the project,” 
says Lincoln. “The first thing I read was ‘AMC.’ I went, ‘Great! 
I’ve been waiting for an AMC opportunity!’ Then it said ‘The 
Walking Dead? Terrific title. Then the names. ‘Frank Darabont? 
‘Gale Anne Hurd. Great. And then it said ‘Zombie survival 
horror’ I think I actually did a literal double take. I was like, 
‘Really?!’ I was a bit reticent. It was only the next day, when 
they sent me this top secret script, that it really dawned on me 
what the show had a chance to do, and I got very excited.” 
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Darabont had never heard of Lincoln (perhaps 
best known to American audiences as the Guy 
Who Was in Love With Keira Knightley in Love 
Actually) when the casting directors suggested him for Rick 
Grimes. “I was like, ‘Are you kidding me? I’m looking for a cross 
between Gary Cooper and Sam Shepard and you're giving me 
the Love Actually guy?” Darabont says he became a convert after 
flying Lincoln out to Los Angeles and filming an audition with 
Bernthal in the garage of his house. “What’s weird for me now,” 
says Darabont, “is that whenever I hear him talk with his English 
accent, I’m like, ‘Where's Rick? Stop pretending you’re British!” 

The Walking Dead's six-episode first season (shot last summer 
in Atlanta during a record-breaking heat wave) is intended to 
establish the world and the core cast of characters. SPOILER 
ALERT..yes, even for those who've read the comics: Darabont 
says that the sixth episode won't end with a cliff-hanger (“I didn’t 
think that would be fair to the audience, especially if we didn’t get 
renewed”), though he does indicate that the key relationship 
conflicts will stay largely intact. Merle (Michael Rooker)—a 
violent bigot who was left cuffed to a pipe in zombie-infested 
Atlanta and subsequently escaped by cutting off his hand—will 
remain MIA during the final two episodes. Similarly, Darabont 
says all things Rick and Lori and Shane will be fully explored 
next year. That means yes, Shane will make it out of season 1 
alive. In the comics, the character is killed rather quickly, and it 
was Darabont’s belief that there was more story to be mined. 
Kirkman agrees; he notes that his early issues were written in 
fear that the comic wouldn't last, and he wanted to cover as much 
turfas he could in case it got canceled. For this reason, Kirkman 
says to his comic fans: “You may not have that insider knowledge 
you think you have. Things may play out differently with Rick 
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DAWN OF THE DEAD (1979): EVERETT COLLECTION; DAY OF THE DEAD: UNITED FILM DISTRIBUTION COMPANY; 28 DAYS LATER: MARY EVANS/RONALD 


GRANT/EVERETT COLLECTION; DAWN OF THE DEAD (2004): MICHAEL GIBSON; SHAUN OF THE DEAD: © ROGUE PICTURES/EVERETT COLLECTION 


Lincoln and 
steed take a 
break ff6m 
battling the 
undead 


Frank Darabont 
directs zombie 
girl Addy Miller 
on how to move 


in for the ot 


and Shane. And that’s great.” 

With season 1 in the can, 
Darabont has begun thinking 
about season 2—but only thinking about it. The exhausted pro- 
ducer plans to take the rest of 2010 off and start actively work- 
ing on next year’s episodes in early 2011. While he’s reluctant 
to dish, Darabont did identify several characters and story lines 
from Kirkman’s comics that he’d like to import into the series— 
so SPOILER ALERT once again for anyone who wishes to 
remain clueless. Darabont says he’s particularly fond of fan 
fave Michonne, a mystery woman armed with samurai swords, 
and Tyreese, a hulking ex-pro football player with strong 


does some 
*dental work ’/ 


leadership skills. Fans of the comic know that 
Rick & Co. eventually make a massive prison 
complex their home for a protracted period 
of time. “It would certainly be my intention 
to go there, although it seems like a place 
I’ve been before,” says the man who made 
The Shawshank Redemption and The Green 
Mile. “I can’t seem to get away from prison.” 
Does Darabont have the guts to tackle the 
Governor, aruthless sadist who runs a town 
where survivors are forced to participate in 
deadly gladiator games with zombies? “Oh, 
I loooove the Governor. I can’t wait to get to 
the Governor. I think the Governor is going 
to be an all-time memorable character for 
TV.” When asked what he thinks of message- 
board speculation that Michael Rooker’s 
Merle will become the Governor, Darabont 
says, “Really? Interesting. I’m saying nothing.” 

But before he begins hashing out next 
season, Darabont says he’d like to figure how 
the series will ultimately end. That’s an 
ironic concern, considering The Walking 
Dead was conceived as the never-ending 
zombie saga. That may work in comics, but 
not so much in the category of serialized tele- 
vision that The Walking Dead occupies, where 
viewers can grow weary and even cynical 
about stories if they sense they lack “master plan” direction 
or purpose. (Just ask Team Lost.) Darabont gets this—and 
he’s working on it. “My next big conversation with Robert, 
now that we’ve gotten through the first six, will be: ‘What is 
your endgame, Robert? I can’t believe I have not asked you 
this!’ I kinda wanna know Robert’s idea, for my own sanity 
and purposes,” says Darabont. “T’ll let you know what he tells 
me.” No worries. We’re not in a rush for The Walking Dead to 
die anytime soon. m (Additional reporting by Dan Snierson) 


THE 5 BEST ZOMBIE MOVIES Bitten by the undead bug? Wondering 


which zombie films have survived the test of time? We racked our braaaaains and came up with a top 5,—CLARK COLLIS 


a: 


DAWN OF THE DEAD 


DAY OF THE DEAD 1985 
1979 Many rate Romero's : 


: genre-creating Night of the : 
Living Dead as superior 
to Day. But Day is Walking 
Dead creator Robert 
Kirkman’s favorite zombie 
movie—and one of ours. 


Legendary horror director 
George A. Romero 
took a cleaver to '70s 
consumerism—and 
a zombie’s head—in his 
mall-set undead epic. 


28 DAYS LATER 2003 


You can argue until you're 
blue in the face that this 
terrifying tale of virus- 

infected ghouls is not 
technically a zombie film. 
Though you will then run the 
: risk of being shot in the head. 


DAWN OF THE DEAD 
remake 2004 


In Zack Snyder’s 


SHAUN OF THE DEAD 
2004 


Director Edgar Wright's 
underrated gorefest, loving homage to 
sprinting zombies terrorize: the Romero oeuvre was 
Sarah Polley, Ving Rhames, : also the best horror-comedy 
and a hilariously since An American 
unpleasant Ty Burrell. Werewolf in London. 
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TRUE 
CRIME! 


Steven Russell, who's serving a 144-year 

sentence at Michael Unit, a maximum-security prison 
a couple hours southeast of Dallas, looks harmless enough: The 
53-year-old man is bald save for brackets of colorless hair, with 
features so nondescript it almost appears as if his face was 
doodled by a child. But three guards accompany him out of his 
10-by-7 cell, shuffle him into a cramped booth, and then remove 
his handcuffs through a slot in the locked door. One can forgive 
their vigilance. Between 1992 and 1998, Russell broke out of 
various Texas prisons a stunning four times—without ever pull- 
ing a gun. Well, he didn’t so much break out as he did slip out the 
main entrance, waving a breezy goodbye. “I asked if | could go 
home, and they opened the door,” he smugly told a roomful of 
journalists who were there to welcome him back to Texas’ 


34 Entertainment Weekly 12.3.10 


€The real 
Steven Russell 
in 2009 

>Jim Carrey 
as Russell in 

I Love You 
Phillip Morris 


An $800,000 con, four prison 
breaks, and a wild love affair— 
the bizarre real-life story that 
inspired Jim Carrey’s new 
comedy 


Huntsville prison in 1997. And, as he insists repeatedly from 
behind a thick Plexiglas window, he did it all for love. 

Russell's story is so fantastical it’s as if somebody stamped 
Hollywood on his enormous forehead. “Well, | never thought about 
it becoming a movie because of the homosexuality part,” says 
Russell, who dove recklessly into a life of crime after falling for 
Phillip Morris, a sweet, slight man—bearing no relation to the 
tobacco company—whom he met in a Houston county jail. “I didn’t 
think that would fly in America.” But Russell's misadventures, as 
recounted in Houston journalist Steve McVicker’s 2003 book, did in 
fact catch the interest of filmmakers Glenn Ficarra and John Requa. 
“We saw it as an epic love story,” says Requa, who co-wrote 
2003's Bad Santa, “about two people who happen to be gay.” But 
when the duo pitched Russell's story to production companies, 


“Ir ere 


“2 -> 


Ficarra recalls, “they said, ‘Great! Sounds 
like an amazing story. Can you turn Phillip 
into a woman?’” Instead, Ficarra and 
Requa wrote the script on their own and 
then managed to sign Jim Carrey and 
Ewan McGregor to play Russell and 
Morris, respectively. The R-rated dark 
comedy I Love You Phillip Morris, which 
Ficarra and Requa also codirected, hits 
theaters Dec. 3. (It debuted at the 
Sundance Film Festival in 2009 but fell 
into limbo when its first distributor ran 
short on funds for marketing; Roadside 
Attractions acquired I Love You Phillip 
Morris in August.) 

Not that Russell will get to see the 
movie of his life story. He’s spent the 
past 12 years on a prison block with 
murderers, rapists, and gang leaders, in 
solitary confinement for 23 hours of 
each day. He doesn’t have any access to 
a TV or the Internet. (His only sources 
of distraction are his clock radio, a stack 
of books, and newspapers.) He’s never even seen a Jim Carrey 
movie. The last film he saw was Titanic, by himself in a little 
Dallas theater when he was on the lam. Russell pauses, angling 
his face away from the receiver so he can let forth his high- 
pitched laugh. “Figures,” he says, his Southern accent thick. 
“Tt was a love story!” 


was raised in Virginia by conser- 
parents who adopted him at birth. His 
o kept his older and younger siblings, 
e hospital parking lot. Jim Carrey, who 
in the film but has never met him (his requests 
xas prison authorities), believes the man 
ly imprint of rejection. “As far as I’m 
y, “and it’s certainly true of myself as 
ize it, he has this sense of worthless- 
rld with. For him it was very extreme. 
and a void that can’t be filled.” (On 
s, Russell responds, “Jim said that? 
ould say that. I probably didn’t feel good 
ed by my biological parents. But I couldn’t 
etter family! Mommy issues?” he says with a grin. 
“No, I always felt pretty loved.”) 

When Russell was 17, he met Debbie Davis, a good Christian girl 
whom he married in 1976. Two years later, they had a daughter 
named Stephanie. Russell worked as a manager for his father’s 
produce company and as a cop, playing model husband while he 
ran around with men behind his wife’s back. When he woke up in 
the hospital after a horrible car accident in 1986, he decided to 
stop living a lie and told Debbie he was gay. (They later divorced.) 

Around this time, Russell started getting sticky fingers. He 
blames his descent into crime on the fact that he was fired from 
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“| MADE $1.6 MILLION 
IN FIVE MONTHS,” RUSSELL 
SAYS OF HIS STOCK 
GAINS WITH HIS EMPLOYER’S 
MONEY. “GAVE THEM 
HALF, TOOK THE OTHER HALF, 
AND THEY GOT MAD.” 


a job because of his sexuality—though 
he doesn’t say what job, or where, or 
when. In 1991, he was busted for scam- 
ming an insurance company on a phony 
claim of a back injury. He was arrested 
in April 1992 and sent to Houston’s 
Harris County jail. That May, he donned 
women’s stretch pants that he’d stolen 
from an inmate processing room. He 
rapped on the guard-station window 
with a filched walkie-talkie and, pre- 
tending to be a workman, was waved 
through the door to freedom. 

Two years later, Russell was arrested 
on bank fraud charges. He was extradited 
back to the Harris County jail, where he 
pleaded guilty to the two-year-old insur- 
ance charge and was given a three-year 
sentence. On Dec. 29, 1994, in the jail’s law 
library, he met Phillip Morris. (Morris 
was serving time stemming from an 
arrest for an overdue rental car.) “When 
I met him, I was so full of bull,” says 
Russell, who told Morris he was an attorney. When Morris told 
him he’d been born on a Friday the 13th, Russell smiled and 
declared that it had always been his lucky day. “We just had a 
bond that can’t be described,” recalls Morris, now out of prison 
and living in Arkansas. “We were so in tune with each other and 
we could sit and not even speak.” Ever the manipulator, Russell 
arranged a transfer that allowed the men to live together in the 
same cell until they were both paroled in the fall of 1995. 

Once they were free, Russell set up a lavish new lifestyle for 
the two of them in Houston—a world of Mercedes-Benzes and 
pool chaises and expensive restaurants. “I wanted to show 
Phillip something he’d never seen before,” says Russell. Faking 
his résumé and references, Russell talked himself into a 
$90,000-a-year job as CFO of a Houston medical management 
firm. He kept his home life a secret, telling colleagues he had 
a fiancée. When Russell noticed $150 million sitting untapped 
in company accounts, he says he just couldn’t resist taking 
advantage of such capital and invested in the stock market. “I 
made $1.6 million in five months. That’s pretty good! Gave 
them half, took the other half, and they got mad,” he says. “I 
shouldn’ta done it, but it was easy.” 

Russell had been steadily depositing embezzled funds, total- 
ing $800,000, into bank accounts—including one he’d opened 
in Morris’ name (without his knowledge) using a cooked-up 
driver's license and Social Security number. On Friday, May 13, 
1996—“the day my earth came tumbling down,” Morris tells 
me—Russell confessed his crimes to his stunned boyfriend. 
“Steve went down to all the banks and withdrew suitcases full 
of money,” says Morris. Russell surprised Morris at Morris’ 
sister’s house, then handed him an open briefcase of cash. 
“Here, baby, this is yours, ” Morris remembers Russell telling 
him, “and I said, ‘You MF-ing blanking blank!’ and I kicked the 
briefcase, and bundles of money flew everywhere.” 


Ewan McGregor ang 
Jim Carrey in/ Love Yaa 
Phillip Morris; (ins@t) 
the real Morris today 
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Both men were soon arrested. Morris 
was released on $50,000 bail, but Russell’s 
bond was set at $900,000. On Friday, July 
12, 1996, he made a phone call impersonat- 
ing a judge and ordered his own bond to 
be decreased to $45,000. After writing 
a check—a bad one, naturally—for the 
amount, he sailed out of jail. He was 
arrested a week later in West Palm Beach, 
Fla., on his way to meet Morris—whom he 
had persuaded to jump bail by making it 
appear through a phony answering ser- 
vice that Morris’ bond had been revoked. 

In September 1996, Russell pleaded 


arrey (right) 
iPLove You 
"Phillip Morris 


- 


“IT’S IMPORTANT TO 


enough trouble?” Morris recalls telling 
Russell. “You get your ass out of here 
and don’t you ever come back.” 

Russell enjoyed about two more weeks 
of freedom. He was arrested for the last 
time on April 7, 1998, when a policeman 
spotted him walking to his car in Sunrise, 
Fla. Texas prison officials seem to have 
finally learned their lesson, keeping 
Russell on a short chain. “Because of his 
penchant for escaping, Mr. Russell is 
housed in administrative segregation, 
which is our highest level of security,” 
says Michelle Lyons of the Texas Depart- 


guilty to the embezzlement charge and ment of Criminal Justice at Huntsville. 
was sentenced to 45 years in prison. STEVE TOBE VIEWEDASON — “Wedo indeed consider his fondness for 
Three months later, he broke open some TOP OF HIS WORL D,’ SAYS escaping on Friday the 13th,” she adds, 
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of course—Russell put on his uniform 
and, posing as a doctor in green medical 
scrubs, walked past the prison guard and out of a maximum- 
security prison. He found Morris, who was hiding out with a 
friend in Galveston, Tex., and gleefully announced that he’d made 
parole. When Russell suggested they take off together, Morris says 
he went along only grudgingly. With their pictures splashed over 
the front pages of every major newspaper, they rented a limousine 
and took off for Biloxi, Miss. They were arrested on Dec. 23. 

Back in prison, Russell concocted his most elaborate con yet: 
He convinced doctors that he was dying of AIDS, mimicking t 
physical symptoms and forging medical tests on a prison 
writer. He then arranged to have himself transferred to a lo 
security nursing home outside San Antonio on a special-needs 
parole. There he posed as a doctor and got permission to be 
released—on Friday, March 13, 1998—to a Houston hospital 
offering experimental treatment. But he never showed up. On 
the lam again, he obtained blank death certificates and informed 
prison officials that Steven Russell had died. By this time, Morris 
had been transferred to the Dallas County jail, and Russell, 
posing as Morris’ lawyer, started visiting day and night. 

On March 20, Russell posed as a Virginia millionaire in an 
attempt to score a $75,000 loan from a Dallas bank. When st 
picious bank officials tried to detain him, Russell faked a hea 
attack and was taken to the hospital. But nobody bothered 
strip him of his cell phone, so when he was left alone in his room, 
he simply called the hospital's main line, introduced himself as 
“Special Agent Johnson from the FBI,” and told them to cut 
Steven Russell loose. “That's called fast thinking on your feet!” 
Russell says now. “I mean, I took off! Went downtown to Neiman 
Marcus and bought myself some new clothes. Phillip was in jail, 
and when I showed up, I told him what happened...” Russell 
pauses, laughing. “And he groaned and started smoking hard.” 
Russell told Morris of a new scheme to bust him out of jail, but 
his boyfriend cut him off. “Don’t you think you’ve gotten me in 
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OUT OF CONTROL?’ 


gets depressed. “Do I look like I’m sad?” 
he replies. “I’m happy! And if I wasn’t, I 
wouldn’t show it because I’m hardheaded. Never let them see 
you sweat.” He wipes his brow, stuffs his damp handkerchief in 
his pocket, and bids a gallant farewell. For his part, Carrey under- 
stands Russell’s surface good cheer. “It’s important to Steve to be 
viewed as on top of his world, even though it’s completely out of 
control,” says the actor. “So he’s going to try to appear as if he’s 
the winningest guy in solitary confinement.” 


lives alone on mental-disability 
Park, Ark., reminding himself 
is spent nearly seven years in 
ussell continue to insist he 
ove the man and always will,” 
ish often I’d never met him.” 
gs about his ex remain compli- 
t everything he did was out of love for 
. “And if I wasn’t one of the characters, I would 
ove the movie. Living it, it’s been hell for 14 years.” 
yrris was planning to go to New York City for the 
e of I Love You Phillip Morris. “1 just hope I 
ing stupid or stumble or knock the podium 
ith a soft laugh. McGregor promised him 
they would go as each other’s dates and wear matching tuxedos 
(“Though aren’t all tuxedos matching?” Morris says). 

While the story unspools on the big screen before a crowd 
of strangers, Russell will be in his cell at Michael Unit. “I’m 
going to buy some barbecued beef that night and make a 
spread for my neighbors, whoever they may be,” he says. He'll 
turn his fan on high, maybe practice his meditation. If he 
wants to see any stars, he’ll have to stand on his bunk on 
tiptoes, stretching for a glimpse outside his narrow window 
of the big Texas sky. m 
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THERE ARE COUNTLESS backstage wizards in music-industry Oz, but very few with the 
track record—and the roster—of 54-year-old Antonio “L.A.” Reid. As a producer, songwriter, 
and executive (first at LaFace, then Arista, and now as chairman and CEO at Island Def Jam), 
he has nurtured two decades of top-level talent, including Kanye West, Rihanna, Pink, OutKast, 
Justi Bieber, TLC, Whitney Houston, Usher, Avril Lavigne, the Killers, and Toni Braxton. 
He's also earned a reputation for engineering the comebacks of established stars: Under 
his tutelage, a Glitter-tarnished Mariah Carey achieved one of the most spectacular turnarounds 
in pop history. Follow along as EW spends the day of Nov. 17 with Reid: a 16-hour marathon that 
takes him from the executive boardroom to TV soundstages, tour-bus powwows, and beyond. 
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Rihanna, here at Good 
Morning America, calls Reid 
“a great friend, mentor, 

and collaborator. | trust his 
legendary ear and instincts.” 


Justin Bieber, 
backstage in New 
Jersey with Reid. At 
12, Bieber already 
recognized him as 
“the guy they thank 
onthe Grammys.” 
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Reid in his 
office, perusing 
a Godfather 
photo book 


2:00pm Photo shoot with EW. 
2:30pm Working lunch and phone 
call with Morgan Spurlock, the 
director of Super Size Me, regard- 
ing an interview for upcoming doc- 
umentary on the importance of 
branding in the music industry. 
3:30pm Meeting regarding 
Kanye's My Beautiful Dark 
Twisted Fantasy. “He and | were 
going back and forth most of 
the afternoon on what the next 
single should be.... | Know what | 
want, and he knows what he 
wants, and [later tonight] we'll 
talk privately about it.” 

5:00pm Discuss and approve 
new TV spots and billboards for 
the upcoming Justin Bieber docu- 
film Never Say Never, which Reid 
is producing. “Justin's mother, 
Pattie, has so much footage of 
him, it’s incredible. She must have 
filmed him every day growing up. 
She just gets it, man.” 

6:30pm Backstage at New 
Jersey's Izod Center visiting 
Burnham, a pop-rock trio featur- 
ing three Vermont-bred teen 
brothers. The band is opening for 
Justin Bieber. “I love those kids. 


Arriving at Good 

Morning America 
“for Rihanna's 

performance 


Joining Bieber 
ina preshow 
prayer circle 


All they need is one hit.” 
8:30pm Meet up with Bieber 
= backstage, and join preshow 


6:30am Wake up. “I live on the 
Upper East Side—squaresville, 
where nothing's hip.” 

7:45am Take 7-year-old son, 
Addison, to school. 

8:30am Arrive at Good Morning 
America set in Times Square, 
where Rihanna performs two 


songs from her new album, LOUD. 


Backstage, she and Reid huddle in 
private discussion. “Rihanna has 
had my full and undivided atten- 
tion forever, and as far as I'm con- 
cerned she will always have it,” he 
says. “I spend a lot of time with 
Kanye West and | love him, but he 
is more self-contained. He's such 
an iconic genius that I'm almost 
intimidated to have an opinion 
about [his work], so | let him do 
his thing and | support him.” 
10:00am Breakfast meeting with 
staff to discuss upcoming 
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American Music Award perfor- 
mances by Bon Jovi, Rihanna, 
Justin Bieber, and Ne-Yo. “There's 
no difference between what | did 
when | was in a band [’80s R&B 
outfit the Deele, with future 
LaFace cofounder Babyface] and 
what | do running a record 
company; it’s the same job. It is 
always about identifying talent, 
identifying material, and market- 
ing it, managing the personalities.” 
11:30am Meet with staff regarding 
Jay-Z's The Hits Collection, Volume 
One, out the following week. “I 
basically challenged my team, 
because | felt the book [Decoded, 
Jay's new memoir] was being mar- 
keted better than the record. It’s 
unacceptable. So we had that con- 
versation. [Pause] That’s as much 
as | should say about that.” 
12:30pm Interview with EW. Reid 


discusses his philosophy: “We don't 
sign an artist to fill a void, ever. Ill 
never find a Taylor Swift. You can't 
find a new Madonna, you cannot 
find a Prince, a Bob Marley, a John 
Lennon. You won't find another 
Kanye West. We simply deal with 
people as they walk in, and we say 
we either love them or we don’t.” 
1:30pm Strategy confab with 
executives regarding Rihanna's 
single “Only Girl (In the World)” 
and the plan to temporarily lower 
its cost on iTunes to help drive it 
to No.1 on the Hot 100 chart—a 
spot that her “What's My Name?” 
currently holds. Reid's stance is 
firm: “These customers don’t buy 
songs because they're less money, 
they buy because they want the 
song, because they f---ing love 

it, and that’s the only thing that's 
gonna sell it.” 


prayer circle. “I swear, all he 
wants to do is go out and run 
around with those girls out there. 
But he won't. He's in there with 
his vocal coach, and he'll be in 
there until showtime.” 

9:45pm Back to Manhattan for 
Ne-Yo's album-release party and 
performance. “He's my boy.” 
11:00pm Dinner at the Breslin 
with label staff, discussing why 
music videos still matter: “Listen, 
we're still selling stardom. That 
doesn’t go away because MTV 
decides they can’t play videos or 
they want to program them- 
selves more as a traditional TV 
station. Vevo and YouTube are 
like MTV online, and on demand.” 
12:30am Back at the office to 
listen to new music and approve 
mixes. 

2:00am Leave the office. 
3:00am Lights out. @ 
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THE RETURN OF 


A CRITIC’S TAKE 


NICOLE 


” 


KIDMAN’S 


KIDMAN: ARMANDO GALLO/RETNA; RABBIT HOLE: JOJO WHILDEN 


Nicole Kidman looks more 


natural than she has in 
her new film, Rabbit 


can the conversation get back 
to what matters: her talent? 
BY LISA SCHWARZBAUM 


NEXT MONTH NICOLE KIDMAN stars in Rabbit Hole, 
the sad drama about a couple quietly falling apart after the 
accidental death of their 4-year-old son. She plays a griev- 
ing wife and mother opposite Aaron Eckhart as her hus- 
band; Dianne Wiest is her mother. The movie's opening is 
some weeks away (it’s in limited release Dec. 17), but I can 
already anticipate two consequences in the national chatter: 
First, there will be prognostication about Nicole Kidman’s 
chances for an Oscar nomination. Second, there will be talk 
about Nicole Kidman’s face. 

Aconstant awareness of Kidman’s visage—how parts have 
appeared tighter or plumper in recent years, how parts don’t 
move or remain unfurrowed even in the act 
of expressing intense emotion—has, after all, 
become an unavoidable topic of conversation 
when it comes to the willowy Oscar-winning 
Australian star. At the age of 43, Kidman has 
been a professional actor for more than 
25 years. She chooses ambitious projects 
with some of the world’s most interesting 
directors, and she brings an intriguing self- 
possession to her roles, enhanced by her 
slender 5'1l" frame, her milky bone-china 
complexion, and her honeyed hair. Yet the 
cosmetic alterations Kidman seems to have 
chosen—achieved by means only she has the 
authority to confirm—have for years become 
uncomfortably entwined with the assessment of her talents. 

That obsession is true not only for gossip-page scribes but 
for serious film critics, too. “What has she done to her face?” 
asked worried critic Stephanie Zacharek on Salon.com in her 
2007 review of Margot at the Wedding. Zacharek concluded 
that “Kidman’s skin...has turned into her greatest limitation, 
a boundary beyond which she can’t stretch.” In his 2008 
New York magazine evaluation of Australia, David Edelstein 
made a joke at the expense of Kidman’s “big immovable fore- 
head.” Working backward toward a compliment in a New 
York Times review of The Golden Compass in 2007, Manohla 
Dargis accepted the star’s “masklike countenance,” conclud- 
ing that “for once, the smooth planes of her face, untroubled 
by visible lines, serve the character.” 

Which brings us back to Rabbit Hole, and the discussion 
bound to ensue about Kidman’s latest presentation of self. 
Because I’m not a licensed prognosticator, I’ll leave the 
Oscar part of the proceedings to others. (FYI, EW’s resident 


ears in 
ole. So 


awards expert Dave Karger assures me 
that Kidman is firmly in the running.) But 
I’ve been as absorbed in the messages 
conveyed by the lady’s ageless face as the 
next critic and, indeed, admirer. So I'd 
like to redirect the agenda. 

For what it’s worth, Kidman’s famous 
features do move—a little more—in Rabbit Hole. By whatever 
methods she has employed, the actor currently looks some- 
what softer and a little more natural, playing a woman nearly 
catatonic with grief. And insofar as increased facial pliability 
will expand her work options, refocus critical attention on 
her considerable acting skills, and get Internet snark off her 
case and back where it belongs on the cases of talentless 
celebutards with plastic-surgery addictions, I say, Great! 
Show us your flaws, Nic! So you at your “worst” are better 
than we are on our very best days! (It’s no accident, I don’t 
think, that female journalists are more prone to dish on 
Kidman than men are: She may be a beautiful movie star and 
we may not be, but any 
woman knows what it 
feels like to work with or 
against her own aging 
process in a culture 
addicted to exaggerated 
characteristics of youth- 
ful female sexuality.) 

Anyhow, enough, 
okay? Let’s talk about 
something else. Let’s 
first acknowledge that 
movie stars Have Had 
Work Done since the 
dawn of hair dye and 
nose jobs. For that matter, let’s assume that everyone we see 
ona screen today has probably had work done too—and that 
includes men as well as women, and even those famously 
“naturally” aging beauties who don’t look as if they’ve done 
anything extra at all. Let’s even admit that some stars make 
physical changes from time to time that don’t always work 
out—boobs out of proportion, lips overinflated, foreheads 
freakishly smooth. The fact is, physical enhancement is 
as much a professional requirement for an actor aspiring 
to Hollywood fame as strength training is for an athlete 
aiming for the NFL. With the pressures put on movie stars 
(particularly female), first by an industry (particularly 
male) that pays lip service to “reality” while obsessively 
promoting what’s young and hot, and in turn by us, the audi- 
ence, it’s a wonder more actors, both male and female, don’t 
lose sight of what’s right and natural about their own bod- 
ies. These days—let’s face it—Nicole Kidman has become a 
mirror for our own ambivalence. @ 
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1 Millennium 
Trilogy Deluxe 
Boxed Set Whether 
you're buying for a 
Stieg Larsson fan or 
someone new to 
Dragon Tattoo, every- 
one will appreciate 
this set, which includes 
a fourth volume 

about the deceased 
Swedish scribe. 
(walmart.com; $50) 


2 Autobiography 
of Mark Twain 
Acentury after 
Twain's death, the 
first volume of his 
memoirs has finally 
been published. 
Readers who fell in 
love with Tom Sawyer 
can now get a glimpse 
into the waggish 
mind of the writer. 
(amazon.com; $19) 
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3 How to Cook 

Like a Top Chef 
Foodies will eat up 
the latest in the 


series of cookbooks, 
which features reci- 


pes from the Bravo 
reality competition, 
cooking tips, and 
interviews with the 
most memorable 
cheftestants. 
(borders.com; $24) 
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AThe Tulip 
Anthology The 
200-plus pages of 
lush photography 
that trace the long 
history of the humble 
bloom make this 
oversize tome the 
perfect pick for 
gardening aficionados 
and history geeks 
alike. (hennessey 
ingalls.com; $48) 


5 Cleopatra: 

A Life Can't wait for 
the Cleopatra biopic 
(possibly starring 
Angelina Jolie) 
currently in develop- 
ment? Get a head 
start with the metic- 
ulously researched 
book it’s based on, 

by Pulitzer Prize- 
winning writer Stacy 
Schiff. (bn.com; $20) 


il 


THE TULIP ANTHOLOGY 


6 BY RON VAN OONGEN 


6 40: A Doones- 
bury Retrospective 
This glossy tribute 
to Garry Trudeau's 
seminal comic 
offers an immense 
collection—1,800 
strips!—of the 
humorist’s satirical 
take on American 
counterculture 
over four decades. 
(fpnyc.com; $65) 


7 Herb Ritts: 
The Golden Hour 
Get an intimate 

look at the legendary 
Hollywood photogra- 
pher with never- 
before-seen photos 
and interviews with 
frequent Ritts sub- 
jects like Madonna 
and Elton John. 
(betterworldbooks 
com; $40) 
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HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE 


1 Rolling Stones 
1964—1969 

Vinyl Box Set 

If you ever wished you 
had the British band’s 
biggest hits in original 
vinyl form—down to 
the album sleeves— 
consider this one-stop 
shopping. A separate 
box set covers 1971 to 
2005. (store.live 
nation.com; $390) 


2 Aerial7 
“Chopper2 Britt” 
headphones Don't 
you know earbuds 
are so last decade? 
These days, music 
fiends are turning 

to retro-styled head- 
sets like this pair, 
which offers that 
throwback vibe with 
a modern spin. 
(aerial7.com; $70) 
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ROLLING STONES LET IT BLEED 


BREATEST 
SOFARY 


3 The Promise: 
The Darkness 

on the Edge 

of Town Story 
Bruce Springsteen 
shares previously 
unreleased tracks 
from his milestone 
album, notes from his 
recording sessions, 
and footage from 
inside the studio. 
(walmart.com; $108) 


4 ION Tape 
Express The Walk- 
man may be defunct, 
but that doesn't 
mean your cassettes 
have to be too. Using 
the included soft- 
ware, this unassum- 
ing gadget converts 
tapes to MP3 files. 
Compatible with PCs 
and Macs. (urban 
outfitters.com; $80) 


5 Jambox A sleek 
alternative to clunky 
sound systems, 
Jawbone's palm-size 
speakers use Blue- 
tooth to connect 
wirelessly with 
mobile phones and 
computers. Stylish, 
portable, and great 
sound? Santa, we 
couldn't ask for more. 
(jawbone.com; $200) 


6 Pink’s Greatest 
Hits...So Fart! 
For those who prefer 
their pop served with 
a healthy helping 

of ferocious attitude, 
try this compilation, 
which pulls together 
14 of the singer’s 
chart-toppers, like 
“So What," plus two 
bonus tracks. (cd 
universe.com; $11) 


7 Pinkerton: 
Deluxe Edition 
Weezer fans can now 
get a two-CD reissue 
of the once-reviled, 
now-beloved album. 
This special set 
includes the original 
disc remastered, and 
never-before-released 
concert and radio 
session tracks. (shop 
weezer.com; $17) 
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“I’ve got a lot on my mind. 
Please keep my credit 
card rewards simple.’ 
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Cash Rewards"credit card nie Sie 
is refreshingly simple Apply by calling 1.800.790.3458 or 


visit bankofamerica.com/getcashback 
1% cash back on all purchases. 


No requirement to opt-in to 
earn cash back. 


No limits to how much cash 
back you can earn and your 
rewards do not expire as long 
as your account remains open. 
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1 Guitar Hero 
Warriors of Rock 
Bundle Calling all 
would-be rockers! The 
party favorite gets 
revamped with a new 
guitar, a 90-song 
track list, and a narra- 
tive mode voiced by 
Kiss frontman Gene 
Simmons. Available for 
the Wii, Xbox, PS3. 
(amazon.com; $85) 


2 Michael 
Jackson: The 
Experience for 
Nintendo Wii 
Step into the King of 
Pop's dancing shoes 
when you and up to 
three other players 
practice Jackson's 
signature moves— 
and then put on your 
own show. (sony 
musicdigital. com; $50) 
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3 PlayStation 3 
Move Motion- 
sensor gaming has 
finally come to the 
PS3. The starter 
bundle ($100) 
includes the control- 
ler and camera (not 
pictured). And with 
accessories like the 
shooting attachment 
($20), it’s game on. 
(bestbuy.com) 


4 Harry Potter 
and the Deathl 
Hallows—Part 
Assume the role of 
the young wizard as 
he flees Hogwarts to 
destroy Voldemort’s 
Horcruxes in the 
action-packed video- 
game. Available 

for the Wii, Xbox, 
PS3. (eastore.ea 
.com; $50) 


5 Xbox 360 
Kinect Gamers 
looking to ride the 
cutting edge will love 
the Kinect, which 
features a motion- 
capture camera that 
allows for gaming 
without controllers. 
As in: Look, Ma, no 
hands! Xbox console 
not included. (game 
stop.com; $150) 
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6 Assassin’s 
Creed: Brother- 
hood Travel to 
Renaissance-era 
Rome as famed 
assassin Ezio to take 
down greed, corrup- 
tion, and evil tyrants 
in the third entry 

of the hit game 
franchise. Available 
for Xbox and PS3. 
(toysrus.com; $60) 


7 Glee Karaoke 
Revolution for 
Nintendo Wii 
Longing for a spot 

in New Directions? 
Now you can sing the 
most popular tunes 
from season 1 of Glee 
alongside Rachel, 

Mr. Schu, and the rest 
of the cast. Micro- 
phone included. 
(sears.com; $60) 
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HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE 


1 Sex and the City: 


The Complete 
Collection 

We couldn't help but 
wonder..what do 

you get the ultimate 
Sex and the City fan? 
Try the full six seasons 
of the series and 
both films, all bound 
in a Bradshaw-chic 
leather case. 
(wbshop.com; $188) 


i 


2 The Pacific 
Give those who love 
military history—or 
are just curious about 
the HBO miniseries 
that stormed the 
Emmys=—six discs of 
brilliant storytelling 
backed by executive 
producers Steven 
Spielberg and 

Tom Hanks. 
(amazon.com; $43) 
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3 The Larr 
Sanders Show: 
The Complete 
Series Finally avail- 
able in its entire six- 
season glory, this set 
also has coexec pro- 
ducer Judd Apatow 
discussing the writing 
process with star and 
fellow show writer 
Garry Shandling. 
(walmart.com; $98) 


4 Lost: The 
Complete Series 
We may have said 
farewell to the pas- 
sengers of Oceanic 
Flight 815 in May, but 
Losties can relive all 
121 episodes of nail- 
biting drama—and 
play the included 
Senet game, as seen 
in the final season. 
(target.com; $180) 


5 Toy Story: 
Ultimate Toy 

Box Collection 
Fans can now own the 
trilogy with a 10-disc 
set that includes DVD, 
Blu-ray, and digital 
copies of the movies, 
plus an inside look at 
how Pixar brought 
the films to the big 
screen. (cduniverse 
com; $74) 


1k 
ANDERS 
WW 


6 Eclipse 

Team Edward or 
Team Jacob? Let your 
Twihard declare his or 
her allegiance again— 
and again and again— 
when the rivalry 
heats up in this Blu- 
tay DVD edition of 
The Twilight Saga’s 
third installment. 
Available Dec. 4. 
(borders.com; $30) 
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7 The Golden 
Girls: 25th Anni- 
versary Complete 
Collection Picture 
it: every episode of 
the hit series in one 
place. Uberfans will 
love the packaging, 
modeled after 
Sophia's wicker purse, 
along with character- 
themed playing cards. 
(bn.com; $105) 
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Tablets 


& Cases 


FOR THE cover, which is constructed 
4 from the material used in 
iP. ad wet suits. (builtny.com; $30) 
BOHHHIOHE0H00000000000 Pd Lie blero 
1 Apple iPad leather tablet sleeve 
One of this year’s most in dark brown 
coveted gadgets, the iPad The rustic brand offers a 
combines easy Web, photo, vintage-inspired look for 
and e-mail browsing with the modern device. 
stunning visuals and a (fossil.com; $40) 
precise multitouch screen, 2 Graphic Image 
(apple.com; $499 andup) _ leather sleeve in silver 
2 MIO Bubble Dot Asleek device like the iPad 
sleeve in red deserves an equally chic 
This wool felt case has a casing, which makes this 
smooth edge on one side sleeve the ideal choice for 
anda molded bubble design __ the style-conscious techie. 


for added protection on the 
other. Available early Dec. 
(2modern.com; $55) 


(graphicimage.com; $130) 


3 Built’s neoprene 
sleeve in “City Grid” 
Coffee spill? No problem for 
this machine-washable 


FOR THE 


NookColor 


00000000000000x 


1 NookColor 

Barnes & Noble's eReader, 
compatible with more than 
2 million titles, gets a splashy 
face-lift—and some wel- 
come upgrades, like an inter- 
active picture-book reading 
experience for children, 
music play from your MP3s 
and Pandora, and the ability 
to share books with friends 
via Twitter and Facebook. 
(bn.com; $249) 

2 “Color Field” 

cover in tangerine 

A fittingly colorful option for. 
the new Nook, this case is 


outfitted in a bright book- 


binding-cloth cover and faux- 
suede lining. (bn.com; $30) 


Q 


3 “Ise” pocket cover 
Embossed leather makes 
this the perfect accessory 
alongside a briefcase and 
pin-striped suit. Available 
Dec. 10. (bn.com; $40) 

4 “Bella” 

cover in stone 

The crocodile-textured patent 
leather of this cover adds a 
dose of glamour to your virtual 
page-turner. (bn.com; $50) 


Q 
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FOR THE 


Kindle 


1 Amazon Kindle 
The latest version of this 
eReader holds up to 3,500 
books, all of which display 
using easy-on-the-eyes E ink 
Pearl technology. The Kindle 
also promises a month of 
battery life when the wireless 
is off and zero glare even in 
bright sunlight. (amazon.com; 
~ $140, WiFi; $189, 3G+WiFi) 
2 Cole Haan cover 
in “Ruby Sugar” 
Take it from the living room 
to the boardroom with this 
option, which includes a slot 
to tuck business cards. 
(amazon.com; $120) 
3 Kindle lighted leather 
cover in apple green 
Nighttime reading will be 
a cinch with a built-in, 
retractable LED reading 
light. (amazon.com; $60) 


4 Kate Spade “Great 
Gatsby” canvas cover 
Class up even the trashiest 
reads with Kate Spade's 
literary-inspired design. 
(amazon.com; $85) 

5 Diane von Fursten- 
berg’s “Kayley” canvas 
clutch in ikat berry 

For the fashionista in your 
life, try a case by the designer 
known for her way with 
prints. (amazon.com; $85) 


FOR THE 


1 stp 
Galaxy Tablet 


sagt 


Samsung 
Galaxy 


One of the lightest options 
(weighing in at less than a 
pound!), the Galaxy is armed 
with 32G of storage, two 
cameras, and multitasking 
capabilities thanks to its 


“eh 


Android operating system. 
(verizonwireless.com; $600) 
2 Timbuk2 Nylon 
envelope in gunmetal/ 
white/robin 

This slim model comes 
fully padded with scratch- 
resistant Trico lining. 
(amazon.com; $30) 

3 Built’s neoprene 
sleeve in “Scatter Dot” 
Your reading material can 
be serious on the inside 
and fun on the outside with 
the playful polka dots on 
this waterproof case. 
(amazon.com; $30) 

4 M-Edge “Page” 
leather sleeve 

in mocha brown 

For those who like their 
tech frills-free, the “Page” 
offers a classic style with 
plenty of cushioning. 
(medgestore.com; $20) 


“A THORMLLING 
COLLECTION 


FUELED AS MUCH BY 
THE SKILL OF ITS 
A-LIST DIRECTORS 
AS BY THE ATHLETES 


THEY CHEER FOR.” 


— TIME MAGAZINE 


6-DISC SET — FILMS 1-15 


AVAILABLE DECEMBER 7TH 
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Love & 


Other Drugs 


sTARRING Jake Gyllenhaal, 
Anne Hathaway 

DIRECTED BY Edward Zwick 
R, 1 HR., 53 MINS. 


OVE & OTHER DRUGS is an old- 
fashioned romance-and-sickness pic, a 
publicity-grabbing sex pic, an Apatow- 
lite horny-boys pic, and a liberal satire 
on pharmaceutical-industry excesses 
committed in pursuit of pill sales— 
all in one. Each ingredient has its uses 
in treating a specific audience. But 
the side effects of such an unstable Drugs cocktail on a 
general population may include episodes of queasiness 
and loss of appetite. 

Consider the case of Jamie (Jake Gyllenhaal) and Maggie 
(Anne Hathaway). It’s 1996, and these two exorbitantly 
attractive singles meet kooky under conditions right up 
the alley of director and co-writer Edward Zwick, here 
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BURLESQUE; STEPHEN VAUGHAN; THE NEXT THREE DAYS: PHIL CARUSO 


harking back to the emotionally chewy 
content of TV series he used to produce, 
including thirtysomething and My So-Called 
Life. Maggie is a freewheeling artist with 
stage 1 Parkinson's disease who doesn’t 

let illness get in the way of a lusty bedroom 
life. In the tradition of the genre, the hero- 
ine’s degenerative disease expresses itself 
discreetly, in a hand tremor, without 
marring her bohemian beauty. Jamie, the 
black-sheep son of an overachieving family, 
is a slick and likable pharmaceutical 
representative who is in the business for 
the money—and also because the script 
takes its vague muckraking agenda from 
the tell-all book Hard Sell: The Evolution of a 
Viagra Salesman, by Jamie Reidy. (Prepare 
for many, many, many boner-related jokes.) 
After hours, though, Jamie is an impressive 
bed-hopper with believable skills, given 
Gyllenhaal’s charm and his excellent white 
teeth. So when the sales rep happens to sit in 
while one of his doctor clients examines 
Maggie (don’t tell the AMA about that little 
irregularity), and the lady flashes her breast, 
then throws Jamie a Howdy, salesman! smile, 
well, what’s a player to do? 

Soon Maggie and Jamie are having sex— 
lots and lots and lots of sex, shot this way, and 
that, and then this way again. Grown-up 
shagging is probably what you’ve heard most 
about in the flirtatious promotion of Love & 
Other Drugs. (Gyllenhaal and Hathaway 
posed nude on the cover of this magazine.) 
But it’s also the point at which things 
start to go wrong—and not because it’s a 
hardship to watch famous actors get naked 
and practice fake sex. Rather, it’s because, 
at just about the time Hathaway drops her 
garments, the movie begins to lose focus, 
unsure of what really matters to the film- 
makers. Is it the sex angle, and the thrill of, 
how you call it, “European-style” attention 
to bodies? The sick-person story that might 
once have starred Bette Davis? (Is Jamie 
strong enough to commit to a woman who 
can’t expect a cure, and is Maggie tough 
enough to let a man care for her?) Or is it 
the pharma-reform angle that formed the 
basis of this project in the first place and is, 
in its humanitarian agenda, probably clos- 
est to Zwick’s heart? This is, after all, a 
“hot” movie willing to chill while Maggie 
attends a Parkinson’s support group in 
which real people with far more visible 


symptoms than hers make sharp jokes 
about the quality of their lives. 

And then, in the midst of all this tonal 
whiplash, Zwick & Co. court another, younger, 
coarser constituency entirely. In a repellent 
role that ought to stop the comedy trend of 
fat, crude, immature Jonah Hill-y sidekick 
characters dead in its tracks, Josh Gad (a 
Daily Show irregular) barges in as Jamie’s 
younger brother, also named Josh. The guy 
is a gross, unsocialized, obnoxious boor who 
happens to be a multimillionaire thanks to a 
recent dotcom killing. Despite the money- 
bags, Josh’s wife kicks him out. (Can you 
imagine?) So Josh crashes his large, unkempt 
carcass on Jamie’s couch, spreads his rank 
collection of T-shirts and sweatpants around 
Jamie’s apartment, and, well (spoiler alert!), 
masturbates while watching a videotape 
of Jamie and Maggie getting busy. The 
character’s participation in the story con- 
tributes nothing, except maybe mild spasms 
of nausea on the part of the majority of the 
audience for whom Love & Other Drugs is 
presumably made, The movie trades on the 
kind of antique, sweethearts-in-a-clinch 
imagery suitable for stories of lovers bravely 
facing adversity. But what’s likely to linger in 
your memory after this romance-and-illness- 
and-sex-and-drug-company drama is the 
crude stuff, rather than the tender. Which is 
depressing. But there are pills for that. C+ 


REVIEW 
ONLINE 


The Cher- 
Christina 
Aguilera musical 
Burlesque 
(above) and the 
action flick 
Faster, both in 
theaters Nov. 
24, did not 
screen in time 
for us to include 
in this issue, but 
you can find our 
reviews online 
at EW.com. 


A sampling of critics from across 
the country grade 10 current releases. 
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STARRING 
Colin Firth, 
Geoffrey Rush 
DIRECTED BY 
Tom Hooper 


R, 1 HR., 58 MINS. 


— Movie 
Extra 


The King’s Speech 


Among tried-and-true formulas for an 
effective, Oscar-candidate movie, the most 
reliable often concern either the activities of 
an ordinary person facing extraordinary 
circumstances or those of an extraordinary 
person challenged by the ordinary. Like The 
Queen before it, The King’s Speech, a stately, 
carefully crafted specimen of a satisfying 
formula movie well positioned for the 
awards attention being heaped upon it, opts 
for the second variation and grounds the 
emotional drama in historical fact. In a per- 
formance of nuance and soul that would 

be more astonishing only if we hadn’t become 
almost spoiled by expecting such quality 
from him, Colin Firth plays Prince Albert, 
who suddenly became Great Britain’s King 
George VI when his older brother, King 
Edward VIII, abdicated the throne in 1936. 
King George was royalty, true. But he was 
also a private man whom his family called 
Bertie—and Bertie had a debilitating speech 
impediment that tormented him for much 
of his life. Even a king can have a common 
stutter, this sturdy backstairs-at-the-palace 
drama assures. Even a king could do with 


| 
| 


some trusted help. Even a 
king must find his own voice. 

In this monarch’s case, 
unlikely help arrived in the per- 
son of Lionel Logue (Geoffrey 
Rush), a highly unorthodox, 
self-taught Australian 
speech therapist who ended 
up as much in the role of 
an informal shrink as that of 
an unlicensed pathologist. 
The king’s resourceful wife, 
Elizabeth (Helena Bonham 
Carter)—the future Queen 
Mother—found Logue and 
introduced the two. And at least 
as dramatized history would 
have it, the relationship got off 
to a rocky start. Firth is front 
and center in this intelligent 
crowd-pleaser, and he endows 
Albert-turned-George with 
a poignant dignity even while 
exposing his past as a lonely 
little boy who grew up stammering in the 
shadow of his imperious father and dashing 
brother. But Firth’s triumph is seamlessly 
linked to his generous give-and-take 
with Rush (agile and expressive as ever) 
and Bonham Carter (a gentle ball of fire). 
The trio is grounded in turn by the well- 
written (if sometimes stagy) screenplay 
of David Seidler, a journeyman TV writer now 
73 years old, who was himself a childhood 
stutterer. And as directed by Tom Hooper 
(who presided over HBO’s Emmy-winning 
series John Adams), The King’s Speech 
is simultaneously cozy and majestic. 

It’s also, truth to tell, a little square. The 
title carries a double meaning: The king’s 
speech itself is trapped inside the stuttering 
man and needs coaxing by Logue to emerge. 
And also, the movie climaxes with the fateful 
speech King George made to his subjects, 
rallying them on the eve of World War II. 
Lest the audience miss a cue, Hooper and 
soundtrack composer Alexandre Desplat 
count on the ringing grandeur of Beethoven's 
Seventh Symphony—the famous second 
movement, no less—to amp the emotions. 
With instincts like these, Oscar speeches are 
bound to follow. 


Colin Firth 
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“THE BEST MUSICAL 
OF THE DECADE”<~ 
MAKES THE BEST HOLIDAY GIET. 


WICKED 


THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE WITCHES OF OZ 


OMEN re ag mre ce - 


~~" ON BROADWAY AT THE =N¢GERSHWIN THEATRE, 222 WEST 515" STREET 
TICKETMASTER.COM/WICKED or 877-250-2929 


WickedtheMusical.com * Grammy" Award-winning Cast Recording available on DECCA BROADWAY 


Tangled 
STARRING Mandy Moore, Zachary Levi 
DIRECTED BY Nathan Greno, 


Byron Howard 
PG, 1HR., 41 MINS. 


Fairy-tale rescues by handsome princes are 
out. Collaborative adventures with cute 
bandits are in. That’s the 411 from Tangled, 
Disney’s new (yet not quite novel), musical 
(yet not quite memorable), 3-D (yet so what) 
animated retelling of the Grimm brothers’ 
Rapunzel. Abducted from her royal parents in 
infancy and locked in a tower by the witchy 
Mother Gothel, Rapunzel (Mandy Moore) 
sees a chance for escape when she lets down 
her freaky, mile-long, Garnier-ed tresses, and 
up comes Flynn Rider (Zachary Levi). Flynn’s 
a thief on the run who's toting royal jewels 

in his satchel, but in this fairy-tale world, he 
only steals because he’s basically a nice-guy 
underachiever who needs a better outlet for 
his leadership abilities. Rapunzel asks him to 


E ore and ' 
Zachary Levi lend 
their voices to Tangled 


introduce her to the world outside. He does, | 
and they have the greatest date ever. Mother is 
boiling mad, but too bad for her. (She’s voiced, 
by the way, by Donna Murphy, a firecracker 
thrown into the sedate voice-over cast.) Animal 
pals from the Disney farm that pop up here 
include Flynn’s temperamental horse, and for 
Rapunzel, a skeptical pet frog. Not to worry, 
there's also a Disney den of big, comically 
dumb-looking bad guys who turn sweet 

when Rapunzel sings to them. Because Happily 
Ever After never goes out of fashion. 


NOT RATED, 1 HR., 31 MINS, 


With the same close, calm 
attention he paid to the swanlike 
ballerinas in last year’s La Dance, 
iconic documentarian Frederick 
Wiseman studies the men, 
women, and children of all colors, 
shapes, and sizes who train in 
former pro boxer Richard Lord's 
threadbare Austin gym. The 
result is a riveting and unexpect- 
edly inspiring essay on the peace 
that comes from shared physical 
and mental concentration. These 
gentlefolk are devoted to an 
ancient sport predicated on the 
violence of two people beating 
each other bloody. AA —LS 


Kerry Washington, Anthony 
Mackie, Wendell Pierce 

R, 1 HR., 30 MINS. 

Complex African-American 
responses to the fury that 
launched the Black Panthers in 
the 1960s reverberate still when 
a former member (The Hurt 
Lockers great Anthony Mackie) 
returns to his old Philadelphia 
neighborhood in the summer of 
1976. Writer-director Tanya 
Hamilton’s intellectually ambi- 
tious debut drama (in theaters 
Dec. 3) is all the more notable for 
setting well-drawn fictional char- 
acters in a fraught, real moment 
in civil rights history. B+ —Ls 


Jim Sturgess, Clémence Poésy 
NOT RATED, 1 HR., 54 MINS. 


Director Philip Ridley’s first movie 
since 1995's The Passion of Darkly 
Noon stars Jim Sturgess (21) as 
Jamie, a troubled young man with 
a large heart-shaped birthmark on 
his face. One trip to a demon later, 
he's blemish-free. Alas, the price of 
the devilish dermabrasion proves 
surprisingly high—to Jamie, if not 
the audience. Unpredictability isn’t 
this horror film's strength, but it’s 
stylishly crafted and excellently 
acted, and it boasts an abundance 
of heart in every sense of the 
word. (Available on cable via on 
demand) 8 —Clark Collis 
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NOT RATED, 1 HR., 30 MINS, 


Allen Ginsberg, Jack Kerouac, 
and William S. Burroughs were 
the unholy trinity of the Beat 
Generation. But Burroughs’ 

life off the page was as fasci- 
nating as the scatological doom 
poetry in his masterpiece Naked 
Lunch. He was a Harvard- 
educated, gay dope fiend who 
shot his wife and apologized for 
nothing. John Waters, Patti 
Smith, Iggy Pop, and other 
notables pop up to make the 
case that he was a true original 
in this well-made but overly 
idolizing doc. & —Chris Nashawaty 
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The Nutcracker in 3D 


STARRING Elle Fanning, Nathan 
Lane, John Turturro 


DIRECTED BY Andrei Konchalovsky 
PG, 1HR., 47 MINS. 
By Lisa Schwarzbaum 


“Jaw-dropping” is an apt description for The 
Nutcracker in 8D, assuming the word is taken 
literally. This semi-delirious, grand-scale 
extravaganza from the restless Russian film- 
maker Andrei Konchalovsky (Uncle Vanya at 
the high end of his aesthetic spectrum, Tango 
& Cash at the Hollywood low end) uses the 
basic building blocks of the famous children’s 
story about a little girl, a wooden nutcracker 
with a broken jaw, and dolls that come to life 
on Christmas Eve. But woe to the parent who 
thinks the kids will see any sugarplum fairies 
twirling to the music of Tchaikovsky, enhanced 
by the depth shifts of 3-D. We're in the darkest 
Terry Gilliam-ish territory here, spiked with 
imagery from Holocaust nightmares and drug 
trips. Attention, university film clubs: Here’s 
your cult-ready midnight-movie programming. 

In Konchalovsky’s kaleidoscopic, CGI- 
enhanced world of lonely, rich children (cirea 
1920s Vienna), lovely Elle Fanning plays Mary, 
whose vivid imagination gives life to the wooden 
nut cruncher named NC. Visiting Uncle 
Albert (Nathan Lane)—who just happens to 
be Albert Einstein—explains the mutability of 
reality in a song about relativity. Added camp: 
A goth/Hitler-like Rat King with mother issues 
(John Turturro) sings an anthem to evil that 
will scare cultists as well as kids silly. B+ 


Also Playing 


127 Hours 
R, 1 HR., 33 MINS. 


Danny Boyle summons 
all his visual zap to 

tell the story of Aron 
Ralston (James Franco), 
a hiker who got 

pinned by a boulder. 

A —Owen Gleiberman 


Due to our early, pre-Thanksgiving printing schedule, there is no box office chart this week. 


agent outed by the equal pay—and win, 
Bush administration. huzzah!—in a nostalgic 
B+ -06 labor drama. € —LS 
For Colored Girls Megamind 

R, 2HRS. PG, 1 HR., 36 MINS. 
Tyler Perry's maddeningly Will Ferrell voices a 
choppy mess drains all rather cuddly super- 
the power out of Ntozake villain, but this animated 
Shange’s blazing fable is less a satire of 
'70s theater piece about dastardly deeds than a 
African-American nimbly spectacular 


womanhood. C= —LS 


Due Date 

R, LHR., 35 MINS. 
Zach Galifianakis does 
his bearded man-baby 
thing and Robert 
Downey Jr. maintains 
a slow boil in this 
uncomfortably bumpy 
odd-couple road-trip 
comedy. B= —LS 


Fair Game 

R, 1HR., 46 MINS. 
Naomi Watts is sexy in 
a grave, cunning way as 
Valerie Plame, the CIA 


Harry Potter and 
the Deathly 
Hallows—Part 1 
PG-13, 2 HRS., 26 MINS. 


The end of the tale 
begins for our young 
wizards, in a dark and 
beautiful chapter that’s 
the most cinematically 


comedy of ego. B+ —0G 


Morning Glory 
PG-13, 1 HR., 35 MINS. 


This Rachel McAdams- 
Harrison Ford comedy 
would like to be the 
Broadcast News of 
happy-talk morning 
shows, but it’s really just 
a chintzy work-family 


rewarding yet. A= —LS sitcom. B= —0G 

Made in The Next 

Dagenham Three Days 

PG-13, 1 HR., 53 MINS. PG-13, 2 HRS., 2 MINS. 

1960s-era British work- Russell Crowe plays an 

ing women strike for ordinary guy who busts 
his wife out of prison in 
an enjoyably zigzaggy 
exercise in accumulating 
peril. B+ —LS 


“Dobby never meant to kill. 
Dobby only meant to 
maim—or seriously injure” 
—Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows—Part I's 
Dobby the House Elf (voiced by Toby Jones), to 


Bellatrix Lestrange (Helena Bonham Carter), after he 
almost ends her life with a falling chandelier 


Tiny Furniture 


NOT RATED, 1 HR., 
38 MINS. 


Lena Dunham's knock- 
out existential comedy 
turns a gimlet eye on 
a twentysomething 
woman adrift. A —LS 


Unstoppable 
PG-13, 1 HR., 40 MINS. 


Denzel Washington 

and Chris Pine play 
working-class heroes 
thrown together to stop 
a train loaded with 
combustible materials. 
B —Keith Staskiewicz 
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DVD«Downlaes 


What movies to own, rent, and stream this week BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 


ardo DiCaprio 


Inception 


Don’t miss the dreamy 
DVD and Blu-ray extras 


AS THERE EVER been a movie as tailor- 
made for DVD as Inception? Like 1999's 
The Matrix or 1998's less-appreciated- 
but-just-as-knotty Dark City, Christopher 
Nolan’s sci-fi action Mébius strip is 
loaded with scenes begging to be pored 
over a second or third time just so 
you can snap the puzzle pieces together 
in your scrambled brain. Even if you’re 
not a Rockefeller blessed with a 70-inch plasma, you’ll be 
rewarded by the disc’s generous extras. But first things 
first: the film. It’s a flat-out masterpiece. Nolan, a cinematic 
wizard primarily known for his moody Batman movies, is 
at his best, I think, when he’s misdirecting audiences, as in 
The Prestige. With Inception (2010, PG-18, 2 hrs., 28 mins.), 
he’s back in sleight-of-hand mode. Leonardo DiCaprio is 
terrific as a haunted corporate saboteur who breaks into 
people's dreams to extract top secret intel. But the plot gets 
more complicated when he and his natty geek squad are 
asked to plant an idea instead of lift one. Unlike most 
tight-lipped magicians, Nolan is giddy to share how he 
pulls off his tricks in the EXTRAS. On the standard DVD, 
there are featurettes about the dazzling sets (the Japanese 
castle) and brainteasing F/X sequences (the runaway 
train). The Blu-ray ups the ante, allowing you to watch the 
film in “Extraction Mode,” 
where Nolan and his crew of 
merry pranksters pop up a 
dozen or so times during the 
movie to explain how they 
executed the scene you’re 
experiencing. Normally, I’d 
IF YOU LIKED INCEPTION, prefer not to peek behind the 
YOU'LL LIKE PAPRIKA curtain. But Inception’s a rare 
case where finding out how 
the trick is conjured doesn’t 


(2006, R) In this trippy 
anime, an invention 
lets therapists enter : ate 

patients’ dreams. demystify the illusion. It only 


makes it more magical. 
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INCEPTION: STEPHEN VAUGHAN: THE LADY IN RED: NEW WORLD PICTURES/EVERETT COLLECTION (2); ROMANCING THE STONE: 20TH CENTURY FOX/EVERETT COLLECTION; HEFNER: JONATHAN ALCORN/ZUMA/CORBIS; THE TWILIGHT SAGA: ECLIPSE: KIMBERLEY FRENCH 


The Lady in Red 


STARRING Pamela Sue Martin, 
Robert Conrad, Louise Fletcher 
DIRECTED BY Lewis Teague 


1979, R, 1 HR., 33 MINS. 


One of the real thrills of the ongoing 
“Roger Corman’s Cult Classics” series 
has been the chance to rediscover long- 


lost schlocky B movies. Another has been 


realizing that some of them aren’t schlocky 
at all. Take 1979’s The Lady in Red, just 
out as part of a double feature with 1975's 
Crazy Mama. Written by John Sayles, 
who went on to bigger and better things 


like so many Corman alumni 
(Martin Scorsese, James 
Cameron, and Crazy Mama’s 
own Jonathan Demme, to 
name a few), Lady is a sur- 
prisingly powerful gangster 
flick about a mystery woman 
whose public-enemy path 
briefly overlapped with John 
Dillinger’s in the ’30s. It’s just 
one of many Bonnie and Clyde 
knockoffs Corman cranked 
out at the time, but there’s 


THOM DOE-A-GANCE GORL TO PUBLIC EIEREY #1 


real artistry alongside the violence and 
nudity in this one. Pamela Sue Martin, 

a sad-eyed Carla Gugino look-alike best 
remembered for The Poseidon Adventure 
and Dynasty, is touching as Polly Franklin— 


a casualty of both the 
Depression and a nasty 
assortment of lecherous 
men. Sayles is relentless in 
piling on her bad luck. But 
as he says on the disc’s com- 
mentary track, he had more 
on his mind than exploitation. 
He also gave Polly smarts, a 
loaded gun, and a real shot at 
redemption. And by the end, 
she’s not a victim at all. She’s 
a badass feminist hero. 


“Jean Harlow uses 


sex like a man, winding up in Paris with a wealthy 
guy and having an affair with a chauffeur.” 


“It defined Rita Hayworth as a sex 
icon. Afterward, she said that men went to bed 
with Gilda but woke up in the morning with her.” 


“Things started 


loosening up in the ‘50s with foreign films. This 
had Brigitte Bardot and the arrival of nudity.” 


“The early '70s were a break- 
through. And Shampoo manages to define the 
social and political hypocrisy of the times.” 


“This is really quite a hot 
movie. And by the way, Diane Lane is the daughter 
of a Playmate. | bet you didn’t know that.” 


HUGH HEFNER’s 5 Sexiest Movies 


We asked the subject of the doc Hugh Hefner: Playboy, Activist and Rebel which films turn him on 


— 


MICHAEL DOUGLAS FILM 
COLLECTION (1983-2006, PG/ 
PG-13/R) The 10 movies in this 
edition range from splendid 
(Wall Street, Romancing the 
Stone, The War of the Roses, 
and The Jewel of the Nile) to 
not so hot (Shining Through). 
Box set: 


KNIGHT AND DAY (2010, PG-13) 
Tom Cruise, Cameron Diaz 

The two stars did most of their 
own stunts in this actioner. Not 
that it helped much. 


WAKING SLEEPING BEAUTY (2010, 
PG) A fascinating documentary 
about the rebirth of Disney's 
animation unit. 


THE SORCERER'S APPRENTICE 
(2010, PG) Nicolas Cage, Jay Baruchel 
Cage's wizard tutors Baruchel’s 
dweeby junior sorcerer. 


VALHALLA RISING (2010, Not Rated) 
Mads Mikkelsen, Maarten Stevenson 
A hallucinatory Viking drama 
with Casino Royale’s Mikkelsen 
as a one-eyed prisoner. 


LOONEY TUNES SUPER STARS 
(1947-63, Not Rated) Two separate 
discs, with Foghorn Leghorn 

on one and Tweety and Sylvester 
on the other. 


CAIRO TIME (2010, PG) Patricia 
Clarkson, Alexander Siddig Clarkson 
shines as a diplomat’s wife 
charmed by her Egyptian guide. 


THE TWILIGHT SAGA: ECLIPSE 
(2010, PG-13) Robert Pattinson, 
Kristen Stewart, Taylor Lautner More 
teen angst from the vampire/ 
werewolf crew. 


DESPICABLE ME (2010, PG) 

Steve Carell, Russell Brand, Miranda 
Cosgrove An animated comedy 
about a baddie plotting to steal 
the moon. 


Most grades are from EW’s reviews of 
the original theatrical release 
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Two anda 
Half Men 


Mondays, 9 p.m. 
CBS 
By Ken Tucker 


hooks up with a never-ending 
procession of women, and 
dismisses his reprobate life 
with shrugging one-liners. 
The fact that “Charlie” 

can apply to both Charlie 
Harper, the decadent 
songwriter on Two and a Half Men, and 

the Sheen who plays him only makes the 
success of this sitcom more intriguing. 

To watch Two and a Half Men in the wake 
of just the latest real-life Sheen scandal—his 
October trashing of a New York hotel room 
during an alleged drug-and-sex bout as his 
ex-wife and kids slept down the hall—can be a 
jarring experience. So many lines in this sit- 
com, a hit since its 2003 premiere, could come 
straight from a Charlie Sheen interview. “My 
baggage is extra icky,” Charlie Harper said in a 
recent episode. “That’s actually a quote from a 
former girlfriend.” In another edition, Charlie’s 
long-suffering brother, Alan (the amusingly dry 
Jon Cryer), puts a helmet on his drunk sibling, 
saying he’s “childproofing” him. This, after get- 
ting a big studio-audience laugh just for saying 
to Charlie, “You’ve got a drinking problem.” 


HARLIE DRINKS too much, 


$93/3NAV9 93ND 
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‘0 AND A HALF MEN: GREG GAYNE/CBS; THE DOG WHO SAVED CHRISTMAS VACATION: ABC FAMILY; THE SANTA SUIT: BEN MARK HOLZBERG/HALLMARK CHANNEL; FAREWELL MR. KRINGLE: ALEXX HENRY/HALLMARK CHANNEL; ON STRIKE FOR CHRISTMAS: ED ARAQUEL/LIFETIME MOVIE NETWORK; 


HALLMARK CHANNEL; SANTA BUDDIES: DISNEY ENTERPRISES; THE NIGHT BEFORE THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS: CHRISTOS KALOHORIDIS/HALLMARK CHANNEL 


HE SANTA INCIDENT: BERNARD WALSH/HALLMARK CHANNEL; BATTLE OF THE BULBS: EIKE SCHROTER, 


F 


The soused ladies’ man is, of course, offers a quick prayer 


a staple of comedy: From William Powell in with a sigh: “Please, 
the 1930s Thin Man movies to Dudley Moore God, don’t let there be 
in 1981's Arthur, the wisecracking drunk a dead girl.” Har-har. 
exuded a certain charm. The evolution of Take away the half- 
Two and a Half Men suggests that this sort hour format and the 
of character is eternally appealing, even in studio giggles, and Two 
these days of socially correct sobriety. When and a Half Men becomes 
the series started, the laughs were pretty the tragedy of a success- 
evenly distributed among Cryer’s neurotic ful man brought low and 
loser Alan; his What, me worry? son, Jake made despicable by his 
(the stolid Angus T. Jones); and wily Charlie. compulsive behavior. 
But as the seasons have gone by, Cryer, It’s the old comedy-is- 
Jones, and costars Holland Taylor (as the the-flip-side-of-tragedy 
brothers’ mother) and Conchata Ferrell trope. But with Sheen—who truly gives a fine Jon Cryer, 
(as their housekeeper) have more and more performance, full of sly glances, artful double aren 
often simply been reacting to whatever takes, and more subtle line readings than and Sheen 
scrape Charlie’s wild ways have gotten him most of his costars—a subtext of danger 
into. No one on the show seems to put any- laces the show with some suspense. You get 
thing past Charlie. When he yells for Alan to the feeling that this week’s script could easily 
come up to his bedroom immediately, Alan turn into next week’s tabloid headline. B- 


ath 
EW’s Holiday Movie Cliché Checklist J“ 


Tis the season for a new batch of TV movies to conjure up that ol’ Christmas spirit. Which traditional trademarks will 
make it down the chimney and onto your screen? Our comparison chart gives you the ho-ho-lo-down. —DAN SNIERSON 


TheDogWho The Santa Farewell On Strike for The Santa Battle of Santa Night Before 
THE Saved Christ- Suit Mr. Kringle Christmas Incident the Bulbs Buddies the Night Be- 
mas Vacation Hallmark, Hallmark, LMN Hallmark, Hallmark ABC Family, fore Christmas 
MOVIES = ascfamily, Dec.2 Dec. 4 Dec. 5 Dec. 18 Dec. 20 Hallmark, 
Nov, 28 Dec. 23 
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CARROLL SOSA VIGNERON BLAIS WILCOX FAISON THOMPSON LEVITSKI 
lal F | rina PINaUSE Hometown p Eigi | st Inallst Finaiist 
Hometown Hometown Hometown Unioi NY Hometown Hometow: Hometown Hometown Hometown 
Philadelphia Durham, Conn. Los Angeles |} Dunca ex Northern Cedar Hill, Tex New York City Chicago 
Known For ; Known For Known For Known For 
A gifted chef Sc | She's more than Lauren came to After flying under 
and hard-nosed Season 1's the d the radar for 
leader, Carroll | runner-up isone | witha the first half of 
cracked under | culir 0 
the pressure in kept him Br | ion S 
her first go-round scoring the title often pretty funny, too. 
Gail Says Gail Says the judg | Gail Says |-honed 
When she’s in ‘ 1g for il Say: She packs technique. 
the kitchen, sheis | re He is so talented | Gail Says 
one of the most got t and think 
focused people I think his of the b 
I've ever met is being 7 
When she’s enough and 
out, she’s a party not relying on 
girl. She's a certain flavors.” ‘ager to 
force. | think the e if he can go all 
guys are afraid the way.” 
of her—as they | 
should be.” | 
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SPIKE 
MENDELSOHN 
Season 4, 
Top Five 


Hometown 
Clearwater 
Beach, Fla 
Known For 

Mendelsohn 

is one of 
the goofiest 
characters in the 
shows history, 
but he's no fool 
in the kitchen 


Gail Says 
“Spike comes in 
ready to make 
us laugh. When 
he was there 
the first time 
around, he 
was the joker. 
But he’s grown 
so much.” 


® 


CARLA 
HALL 
Season 5, 
Finalist 


Hometown 
Nashville 


Known For 
“Hootie hoo!” 
Hall's catch- 
phrase perfectly 
embodied the 
down-home 
charisma that 
made her a Top 
Chef favorite 


Gail Says 
“Thank God for 


Carla. She's got so | 


much positive 
energy, | wish it 
would spread 
to others 
| think that’s her 
advantage” 


a2) 


ANTONIA 
LOFASO 
Season 4, 
Final Four 


Hometown 
Los Angeles 
Known For 
Thanks to her 
Italian background 
and French-style 
training, Lofaso 
was a force to be 
reckoned with. 


Gail Says 


“Oh my God, she's | 


more bubbly than 
ever. She comes 
back with guns 
a-blazing. She 
is ready to prove 
that she was 
there for a reason, 
and she’s 
determined to get 
there again” 


STEPHEN 
ASPRINIO 
Season 1, 
Top Five 
Hometown 
Palm Beach 
County, Fla. 
Known For 
More entrepreneur 
than chef, Asprinio 
always stood out 
for his flamboyant 


| wardrobe and love 


of wine 


Gail Says 
‘Lwas the most 
excited to have 
Stephen back 

He comes 
at things from 

a front-of-house 
point of view, 
but that doesn't 
mean he doesn’t 
know his way 


! around a kitchen.” 


DALE 
TALDE 
Season 4, 

Top Six 

Hometown 
Chicago 
Known For 
Talde’s culinary 
skills were often 
overshadowed 
by his screaming, 
locker-punching 
outbursts 
Gail Says 
“He was really 
feisty—scrappy 
even—and had 
alot of anger in the 
kitchen. But he 
came back [this 
time] and brought 
alot of maturity 
and humbleness. | 
think he’s become 
more of a leader.” 


FABIO 
VIVIANI 
Season 5, 
Final Four 


Hometown 
Florence 
Known For 
With that Italian 
accent and 
infectious charm, 
it’s no surprise 
Viviani was voted 
Fan Favorite of 
his season 


Gail Says 
“Everyone always 
loves Fabio 
He is one of 
the most beloved 
characters 
we've ever had 
on Top Chef. 

In food and 
in life, he 
lives it to the 
fullest.” 


6) 


ELIA 
ABOUMRAD 
Season 2, 
Final Four 


Hometown 
Mexico City 
Known For 
While she’s no 
slouch as a chef, 
Aboumrad'’s most 
memorable 
Top Chef moment 
came when 
she shaved her 
head on a dare 


Gail Says 
*She’s really 
eloquent in the 
way she talks 
about food and 
in her cooking, 
But | would not 
cross her, let me 
tell you. She is 
out for blood.” 


MICHAEL 
ISABELLA 
Season 6, 
Top Seven 


Hometown 
Northern NJ. 


Known For 
He only got to 
the Top Seven 

of his season, but 
Isabella made 
a mark with his 
big personality— 
and big 
Italian flavors. 


Gail Says 
“He's got brute 
force—in a good 
way. He is so 
passionate. 
He really embraces 
the competition 
of it all, and 
that’s great, 
because after all 
its agame” 


SIMMERING 


© 


TIFFANY 
DERRY 
Season 7, 
Top Five 

Hometown 

Beaumont, Tex 


Known For 
A seafood 
specialist, Derry 
has a likable, 
no-nonsense 
attitude and 
a penchant 
for Creole 
cuisine. 


Gail Says 
"She's so sweet 
and lovely. 
That's her secret 
weapon, because 
she sneaks 
up and you let 
your guard 
down. She 
blindsides me 
every time.” 


NBCU PHOTO BANK (19) 


Check out EW.COM every Thursday for our exclusive Top Chef All-Stars blog, 
featuring Gail Simmons and more of your favorites from the Judges’ Table 


12.3.10 Entertainment Weekly 69 


Walmart >;< P&G Family movie night is back. 


2-Disc DVD + CD pack on sale 12/4 www.AWalkinMyShoes.com 


BOARDWALK EMPIRE: ABBOT GENSER/HBO; UNANSWERED PRAYERS: ANTHONY PLATT/LIFETIME TELEVISION; GOSSIP GIRL: GIOVANNI RUFINO/THE CW 


t 


MUST WATCH 


ont 
oS 


Boardwalk Empire 


SUNDAY, DEC. 5 | 10-11PM | HBO, TV-MA 


[still don’t know if I’m sold on Steve Buscemi in 
tee the lead role of HBO’s Prohibition-era gangster 
series (and this is coming from a big Buscemi fan), but maybe 
that’s because his Nucky Thompson is so often overshadowed 
by what may just be the finest ensemble on television. Whether 
it’s Michael Shannon's obsessed federal agent, Paz de la Huerta’s 
tossed-aside showgirl, or Jack Huston’s masked war hero, the 
cast is constantly one-upping itself in terms of greatness. 
Many questions remain unresolved heading into the finale: 
Will Margaret (Kelly Macdonald) grow a conscience and leave 
Nucky? Where do Jimmy’s (Michael Pitt) true allegiances 
rest? And just how many naked women can you cram into one 
hour of TV? (Actually, we already have an answer to that: 
plenty!) Grab your cocktail of choice and enjoy. —Dalton Ross 


WhattoWatch 


ih 


A DAY-TO-DAY 
GUIDE TO 
NOTABLE 
PROGRAMS* 


By Clark Collis 


MONDAY NOVEMBER 29 


sag Madchen Amick 
i) ip Close 


SE 


ES 


Unanswered Prayers 

Lifetime, TV-PG £ 

The best song-to-movie adaptations tend to 
capture the feeling of the original track, such as 
the psychedelic Yellow Submarine or the des- 
perate, Springsteen-inspired Indian Runner. 
Judged from that angle, this reimagining of the 
1990 Garth Brooks ballad succeeds: simply told, 
aimed squarely at middle America, and smoth- 
ered in cheese. From every other angle, the 
sugary sweet, inappropriately feel-good story 
of a man (Eric Close) contemplating adultery 
with an old high school sweetheart (Madchen 
Amick) really just makes me want to change 
the tune. C= —Keith Staskiewicz 


Chuck 

NBC, TV-PG-DV 

Chuck's mother, played by 
Linda Hamilton, turns up 
at a Thanksgiving-leftovers 
dinner. Yep, consider 

that turkey terminated! 


The Best Thing | Ever Ate 
Food, TV-G 
This episode is garlic- 


themed. So pat yourself on 
the back for not shelling 
out for that Smell-O-Vision 
cable option. 


Hoarders 

A&E, TV-PG 

A man has to sleep in his 
car because of his wife's 
hoarding ways, which is 
obviously very sad. | mean, 
just think how much great 
stuff she could keep in 
there if he only agreed to 
sleep on the sidewalk. 


Gossip Girl 

The CW, TV-14-L 

In this best-of-the- 
season-so-far 
Thanksgiving episode, 
Serena must deal 
with the aftereffects 
of being drugged 

by the increasingly 
wackadoo Juliet, 
while co-conspirators 
Vanessa and Jenny 
each try to cover 
their own (badly 
dressed) butts. 

A- —Tim Stack 


TIMES ARE EASTERN STANDARD AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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TUES NOV 30 


10-11PM 

Victoria’s Secret 

Fashion Show 

CBS 

How could they squeeze 
any more cleavage into 
this undies fest? By book- 
ing Katy Perry, that’s how. 


SERIES DEBUT 
10-11PM 

Strange Days 

With Bob Saget 

A&E, TV-PG fa 

Saget investigates sub- 
cultures on this reality 
show. During tonight's first 
half-hour show, he joins a 
biker club and rides sidecar 
(which, despite Bob’s repu- 
tation for “going blue,” is 
not a sexual euphemism). 


SEASON FINALE 
10-11:30PM 

Sons of Anarchy 

FX, TV-MA-LSV i 
Speaking of bikers, wave 
adieu for now to the Sons. 
Just don’t feel bad if they 
fail to wave back. 


Joshua Jackson 


9-10PM 
Fringe 
Fox, TV-14-DSV Em 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 1 


10-11:07PM 

Psych 

USA, TV-PG ia 

| like my comedies the 
way Dale Cooper likes 
his coffee: black as 
midnight on a moon- 
less night. And this 
episode's biting send- 
up of Twin Peaks, 
featuring Sheryl Lee, 
Sherilyn Fenn, some 
menacing ceiling fans, 
and Julee Cruise’s 
take on the Psych 
theme tune, fits the 
bill. Damn fine parody! 
B+ —Christian Blauvelt 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 2 


A pivotal emotional episode that picks up seconds 
after the previous show’s phone call to Peter 
telling him Olivia is “trapped on the other side.” 
Climb aboard as we go back and forth between 
universes and discover the fates of at least two 
major characters (or is that four, in alt-universe 
math?). No spoilers here, but let’s put it this way: 
Shapes shift, the lame walk, one life is saved, 
another is lost. Relentlessly paced, packed with 
real resolutions, and never resorting to mere 
teases, this one is essential. A= —KT 


9-11PM 

The President’s 

Book of Secrets 

History, TV-PG @ 

This doc is about the 
secret information the 
president gets told—like 
the nuclear launch codes, 
the location of all the alien 
corpses, and what Elvis is 
up to these days. 


10-11PM 

Law & Order: Los Angeles 
NBC, TV-14-DL fa 

The cops look into 

the death of a golfer. 
The real crime, alas, is 
my backswing. 


SEASON PREMIERE 
10-11:15PM 

Top Chef All-Stars 

Bravo, TV-14 £0) 

The returning contestants 
must re-create the 

dish that caused their 
elimination. That's right, 
they have to get back on 
the horse—and/or lightly 
flambé it. 


8-9PM 

Bones 

Fox, TV-14-DL ta 

Booth and Brennan 
investigate the case of a 
man whose body was 
melted into the dashboard 
of a truck. And that, people, 
is why it’s important to 
always make sure your AC 
is working properly. 


8-10PM 

The Santa Suit 

Hallmark, TV-PG £9) 

When rich guy Kevin Sorbo 
is turned into a homeless 
Kris Kringle look-alike by 
Santa, he learns a lesson. 
Is it wrong of me to 

hope the lesson is “Punch 
Santa in the face!”? 


9-10:01PM 

Grey’s Anatomy 

ABC, TV-14 5 

Derek takes Cristina ona 
fishing trip so that she can 
get away from it all. Isn't 
that what they told Fredo 
in The Godfather; Part II? 
(I'm just saying...) 


Rachel Uchitel 
and Leif Garrett 
ww ata 
10-11PM 
Celebrity Rehab With Dr. Drew 
VHIL, TV-14 


Okay, we all agree addiction is ter- 
rible. That said, this season opener 

of Celebs Coddled by Dr. Drew is 
alternately pathetic and risible. Biggest laugh in 
the premiere is Janice Dickinson’s reason for 
checking in: “My behavior is becoming unsober- 
like because I've hit menopause.” Surrounded by 
the likes of Leif Garrett (not sober since age 14, 
he says), Jeremy London, and a cadre of reality 
TV nonentities, Eric Roberts is the most bearable. 
“I'm kind of your standard a--hole,” he says. Fine; 
we can work with you on that, Eric. € —Ken Tucker 


11PM-MIDNIGHT 
China Syndrome The Fairy Jobmother 

Lifetime, TV-PG f 
9-9:30PM This latest entry in 
The Office the British Person 
NBC, TV-PG fa Fixes American Lives 
Michael becomes con- genre features 
cerned about China's employment expert 
growth Hayley Taylor helping 


as a global 
power. 
At last!!! 


folks get jobs. Can’t 
begrudge a gal for 
lending a hand in this 
economy, but your 
time might be better 
spent going over your 


10-11PM résumé than watching 
The Apprentice her pick through those 
NBC it of others. © —Jennifer 

A competitor finds out if Armstrong 


life still resembles a caba- 
ret when you're managing 
a Liza Minnelli concert. 


| Hayley 
SEASON FINALE | Taylor 
10-11PM 

Brad Meltzer’s Decoded 
History 

Novelist Meltzer consid- 
ers America’s greatest 
mysteries. So you can 
probably stop looking for 
that set of spare keys. 
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COCO eater’ Pea 


= wh, 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 3 


Kevin 
Costner 


8-9:30PM 

CMT Artists of the Year 

CMT, TV-PG fo 

Oscar winner and 
(more recently) country 
singer Kevin Costner 
hosts this event, whose 
honorees include Carrie 
Underwood, Lady Ante- 
bellum, and Taylor 
Swift. Will the “Tim 
McGraw”-co-writing 
Swift pen a song about 
meeting Mr. Costner? 
“They said there are 
some surprises,” jokes 
the actor. “I don’t know 
if that'll be one of 
them.” —Mandi Bierly 


8-9PM 

Smallville 

The CW, TV-14-D £5 

Clark visits an alternative 
universe. Say hi to Walternate 
from Fringe if you see him. 


8-10PM 

A Walk in My Shoes 

NBC, TV-G 

The message of this Nancy 
Travis film is that teachers 
should magically be forced to 
live the lives of parents they 
criticize. That does sound 
cheaper than a pay raise. 


Lifeless Display 


9-10PM 

CSI: NY 

CBS, TV-14-LV & 
You know what 


isn't going to 
make for a 
festive win- 
dow display? 
That's right: a 
dead body. 


SUNDAY DECEMBER 5 


q) 


Kathy 
Griffin 


9-11PM 
VH1 Divas Salute the Troops 
VH1, TV-PG-DL 

Kathy Griffin hosts this 
year’s military-themed 
Divas, which will 
feature performances 
from Katy Perry, Keri 
Hilson, Nicki Minaj, 
Paramore, and Sugar- 
land. The comic says 
she is unlikely to hold 
back when it comes to 
one of her favorite 
subjects: the policy of 


8:30-9:30PM 

The Cleveland Show 

Fox, TV-14-DL o 

In the first of tonight's two 
episodes, Rallo learns about 
Hanukkah from an oldster. 
Carl Reiner—who | believe was 
actually present at the inven- 
tion of Hanukkah—guests. 


SERIES DEBUT 
10-11PM 

Bama Belles 

TLC i 

Anyone hoping this series 
about Southern women 

will dispel clichéd preconcep- 
tions about life below the 
Mason-Dixon Line should 
note that it involves tailgat- 
ing at stock-car races. 


SEASON FINALE 
10-11PM 

The Walking Dead 

AMC, TV-14-LV £2) 
Which actors will make it 


Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. to the end of this season 
“They're not going to unbitten? And which made 
have to ask,” says the mistake of eating that 
Griffin. “I’m just going doughnut exec producer Frank 
to tell.” —Tanner Stransky Darabont had his eye on? 
David 


Hasselhoff 


SAT DEC 4 


8-9PM 

Celebrity Holiday Homes 
HGTV 

Gape in amazement/seethe 
with envy at how much nicer 
the homes of Brooke Burke, 
Sherri Shepherd, and Trisha 
Yearwood are than yours. 


8-10PM 

Farewell Mr. Kringle 
Hallmark, TV-PG 5) 

A cynical journalist (just like 
me!) discovers the true 
meaning of Christmas while 
visiting the small town of 
Mistletoe (not so much). 


9-10PM 

Behind the Music 
Remastered: Fleetwood Mac 
VHI1 Classic, TV-PG 

Long story short: blues-rock 
roots, LSD, mental-health 
issues, intra-band relationship 
mayhem, cocaine, Rumours, 
huge singles, platinum album 
sales, more cocaine, Tusk, and 
an unfeasibly tall drummer. 
And that’s an hour of your life 
back! You're welcome. 


10-11PM 

The Hasselhoffs 

A&E, TV-PG £9 

Nominally a family 
series about papa David 
and his two daughters, 
this listless reality show 
is really a portrait of 
showbiz vanity. Hassel- 
hoff plays at self- 
deprecation, joking 
about his money prob- 
lems, his German fan 
base, and the infamous 
hamburger Incident. 
But the navel-gazing 
gags just become a bore: 
“It can be a real hassle 
to be a Hoff.” Comedy 
of egotism only works if 
it’s actually funny. Or 
put another way: He’s 
no William Shatner. 

c- —Darren Franich 
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° BIC 


oleil 


triple blade 
for women 


¢ For a smooth holiday, stuff their stockings with the smooth 
writing of BIC® Triumph® Pens & the smooth shave of 
BIC® Razors. 


¢ From creating hand made crafts to one of a kind gift tags, 
BIC Mark-It™ Permanent Markers have the quality and 
colors you need. 


¢ Create the perfect holiday ambiance from fireplaces to 
scented candles with BIC® Luminére® Candle Lighter. 


©2010 BIC USA Inc., Shelton, CT 06484 


Express your 
fabulous side. 


Whether you're a girly girl or domestic goddess, 


your fabulousness remains securely intact when you 
express yourself creatively with custom stamps, note cards, 
personalized calling cards and decoratives. 


Spend less, save more and be fabulous! 


AURNER Fg 
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HAMILTON 


469 WILDWOOD AVE 
SHREVEPORT, LA 


Merry Christmas! 
9304 Red Sleigh Way 
Prairie View, TX 77446 


Michael, Paula 
Nathaniel, Lily & 
Scruffy Jamison 
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* 
note cards, gifts, and more. 
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style in print 


save up to $55* when you 


enter “EVVDEC” at checkout. 


Spend 
Spend 


Ei © You: 


* Enter “EWDEC” at checkout to receive discount offer. Offer valid thru Jenvary 31, 2011 at expressionery.com for orders shipped in the US only. To be eligible for discount offer, place a minimum 
order of $75, $100 or $150. Your purchase will be credited $25, $35 or $55, as opplicable. Total order value is based on product price only, excluding Gift Enclosures, Gift Packaging, applicable 
taxes and shipping charges. This offer cannot be combined with any other promotions, sales or discounts. Products and pricing are subject to change. Some quantities are limited. 

NOTE: Stamp body varies by product. Stamps not actual size. 


© PSA Essentials; © 2010 Three Designing Women, LLC. All rights reserved 13793DEC 


MEENO 


The Black 
Eyed Peas 


The Beginning | = 
|i @: 


POP INTERSCOPE) 

ONSTOP PARTYING is more than 

just a favorite lyrical theme for the 

Black Eyed Peas—it’s a business plan. 

Less than 18 months after dropping 

their last multiplatinum smash, The 
EB N.D., the tireless troupe are already back with another 
full-length disc. If you’ve heard first single “The Time 
(Dirty Bit),” an undercooked attempt at remaking Dirty 


ab 
3, 
q 


PP eecn- 00% 


apl.de.ap, 
Fergie, 
will.i.am, 
and Taboo 


Dancing soundtrack staple “(I’ve Had) The Time of My 
Life” as a dance-floor banger, you might be forgiven for 
wondering if the Peas’ accelerated release schedule has 
come at the cost of diminished creative energy. Don’t fret. 
Simply skip past “Time,” which is conveniently sequenced 
as the opening track, and you'll have a set that delivers 
as many sugary treats as any Peas platter to date. 

The Beginning wisely sticks with the heavier electronic 
beats they began importing from European clubs for 
The E.N.D.—a key ingredient that transformed the Peas 
from merely major stars to arguably the biggest chart 
act going, with five top 10 singles (three of them No. 1’s) 
from that album landing on Billboard’s Hot 100. Other- 
wise, the recipe they employ here is much the same as 
the one they have relied on ever since hook belter par 
excellence Fergie joined rapper-producer will.i.am and 
genial sidekicks apl.de.ap and Taboo for 2003's Elephunk. 
Every song is piled high with sticky pop melodies, slick 
hip-hop rhythms, bright synth parts, and vocals that 
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have been diced 
and processed to 
high heaven, all 
furthering the 
goal of maximum 
catchiness. 
“Someday” even 
adds a ringing 
guitar riff that 
recalls recent 
tourmates U2 to 
the band’s omniy- 
orous diet. 

As usual for the 
Peas, lyrics are the weakest part of 
these compositions. “I like to go out 
every night!” will.i.am self-evidently 
exclaims on “Fashion Beats,” a thesis 
statement of sorts for the entire album. 
Elsewhere, he strings together groan- 
worthy couplets like “I’m so official/ 
That’s why I’m rocking this whistle” 
(“Do It Like This”) and “Girl, let’s tangle 
up like a pretzel/Kama Sutra loving, 
baby, let’s go” (“XOXOXO”). Yet critiqu- 
ing such silly sentiments misses the 
point of the Peas’ music. They’re not 
trying to be deep—at least, let’s hope 
they’re not. Instead they have cornered 
the market on pure, glorious nonsense. 

If there’s a more germane complaint 
to be leveled at The Beginning, it’s that 
nothing here quite reaches the euphoric 
heights of The E.N.D.’s “I Gotta Feeling” 
or “Boom Boom Pow.” Still, standouts 
like “Don’t Stop the Party” come close. 
The Peas may not have dramatically 
outdone themselves this time, but 
they’ve succeeded at keeping the good 
times rolling yet again. B+ 


DOWNLOAD 
THESE 


DON’T STOP THE 


k EW.COM 

Nicki Minaj’s record 
label declined to make 
her much-anticipated 
Pink Friday available 
for listening 

before its release 
date (Nov. 22), 

but you can find our 
review at EW.com. 


CHRISTMAS ROUNDUP 


As always, the season brings an avalanche of holiday-themed discs. 
How to separate the finds from the fruitcakes? Just use 


our handy guide to this year’s jingle belles. -TANNER STRANSKY 


ARTIST FUTURE CHRISTMAS BEST ete YULETIDE TREE 
CLASSIC? SURPRISE RATING 


LADY ANTEBELLUM 
AMerry Little 
Christmas 


Poppy, piano- 
laced original 
“My Only 
Wish” 
begs for 
radio 
play. 


The haunting 
“Universal 
Child” comes 
off as 
an adult- 
contempo hit 
in waiting. 


Mom-jeans 
ladies will 
devour her 
elegant Lou 
Reed cover 
() “Perfect 
Day.” 


“| Wish It 
Could Be 
Christmas 
Every Day” is 
a sax-heavy 
heap of holi- 
day happy. 


The thumping 
“Oh Santa!” 
should get 

Mr. Claus 
doing some 
serious 
cardio, 


“On This 
Winter's 
Night" plays 
as a holiday- 
tinged version 
of “Need 
You Now.” 


Her “Have 
Yourself a 
Merry Little 
Christmas” 
is a sparkly, 
breathy 


Lennox brings 
a stunning 
electro- 
creepiness to 
"God Rest 
Ye Merry 
Gentlemen.” 


“Do You Hear 
What | Hear?” 
Yup, it’s Boyle 
doing this 
standard 
really, re- 
ally right. 


The girls seem 
to have the 
most fun on 

the jazzy 

“Santa Claus Is 

Coming to 
Town.” 


Her synthy 
“Auld Lang 
Syne” is 

sure to be 
a New 
Year's 
staple. : 


No surprise: 
The heart- 
strings-pulling 
group puts 
together 
a mean “Blue 
Christmas.” 


delight. 


Troop love 
abounds: 
Simpson both 
duets witha 
soldier and sings 
“Happy Xmas 
(War Is Over).” 


There's no room 
at Lennox’s 
inn for... 
secular tunes! 
Every song 
on Cornucopia 
is religious. 


Boyle takes on 
another deep- 
voiced rock 
icon, covering 
Leonard 
Cohen's 
“Hallelujah.” 


The holidays 
reunite! Carnie, 
Wendy, and 
Chynna haven't 
recorded as a 
trio since 2004's 
California. 


Patricia Carey— 
Mimi's opera- 
singer 
mom-—joins 
her on “O 
Come All Ye 
Faithful.” 


Mariah actually 
appears in the 
credits—for 
“All | Want for 
Christmas Is 
You,” which they 
cover here, 


achat ad ethaaket 


=— 
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ON MY IPOD 


JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE 


The singer and actor, who recently starred in The Social Network, 
will next be heard (if not seen) as the voice of Boo Boo Bear 
in the live-action/CGI comedy Yogi Bear, in theaters Dec. 17. 


+> DRAKE “THE RESISTANCE” 
“What he reminds me of is 
what | grew up loving 

about hip-hop, which is 
grooves. It’s like if Tribe | 
Called Quest was still 

making music." 


> RAY LAMONTAGNE 

“JOLENE” “It reminds me of a 
character from, like, [1980 John 
Travolta movie] Urban Cowboy. It 
reminds me of Tennessee and how 
tough the guys are where | grew up.” 


> RADIOHEAD IN RAINBOWS 
“| really loved [the me 
whole album]. 

Maybe it’s just 

where my head 

was the time it 

came out, but 


every song on that record is f---ing 
so good. ‘House of Cards’ might 

be my favorite. My mom and dad 
loved Roger Waters; Thom Yorke 
is my Roger Waters.” 


> PRINCE “HEAD” 
“I've been listening 
to it recently. That 
dude. If there is a 
God, Prince has 
him on speed dial.” 


> DONNY HATHAWAY 
"JEALOUS GUY” “It’s on the 
Donny Hathaway Live CD. Just go 
listen to it. It’s one of the coolest 
covers. It’s a whole other thing. 
It’s so soulful; it’s such a crazy 
great rendition of that song. It 
sounds like he played it in a juke 
joint with, like, 200 people.” 


QUICK TAKES 

Flo Rida 

Only One Flo (Part 1) 

POP (POE BOY/ATLANTIC) 
The “Right 
Round” rapper is 
a party-starter 
nonpareil: 
Though “Club 


Can't Handle Me,” his delirious 
stadium-rave hit, first appeared 
on the Step Up 3D soundtrack, 
you won't mind its reappearance 
here a bit. Unfortunately, Flo 
Rida seems weirdly reined-in 
on the rest of this eight-track 
mini-album, squandering collabs 
with pop-meisters like Dr. Luke 
and Bruno Mars. He’s even 
shown up by guests Ludacris 
and Gucci Mane on “Why You Up 
in Here.” € —Mikael Wood 

» DOWNLOAD THIS: 
Club Can’t Handle Me, produced 
by French DJ David Guetta 


Chrisette Michele 


Let Freedom Reign 
R&B (DEF JAM) 


Self-confidence 
is a recurring 
theme on the 
singer's follow- 
up to chart- 
topper Epiphany. “I'm a star,” 
Michele announces on one track, 
only to add, “I’m a beautiful 
queen," “I'm so cool,” and “I'm 
still a winner” on three other 
tunes. We don’t blame her. Her 
assured performances on 
this disc—whose crisp, under- 
stated backdrops leave her 
timelessly sleek voice with room 
to shine—give her plenty to be 
proud of. B+ —SVL 
DOWNLOAD THESE: 
Empowering anthem I'ma 
Star « Astute political salvo 
Let Freedom Reign 


Jazmine Sullivan 
Love Me Back 


Jazmine 

Sullivan never 
really needed 
to be wanted. 


a " If boys didn’t 


like her, fine—she’d just calmly 
bust their car windows with a 
baseball bat. But now the Philly 
singer's begging America to 
Love Me Back, and these warm 
soul tracks and two-Gucci- 
handkerchief ballads make it 
difficult not to. True to her nick- 
name “Mini MJB” (as in, Mary 
J. Blige), she’s the best kind of 
R&B paradox: the vulnerable 
diva. B+ —Melissa Maerz 
DOWNLOAD THESE: Missy 
Elliot-produced Holding You 
Down (Goin’ in Circles) « Hot- 
tempered warning 10 Seconds 


Soulja Boy 
The DeAndre Way 
RAP (INTERSCOPE) 
“| deserve a 
Grammy,” 
declares Soulja 
Boy on his third 
album. That's 
a fairly dubious claim, but the 
20-year-old hitmaker’s state- 
ment later on “Grammy” that 
“| understand the fans/Supply 
and demand” is harder to argue 
with. DeAndre’s repetitive chants 
and thudding beats are likely to 
yield more commercial successes 
for his résumé. And while they 
may not win over the Recording 
Academy, they can be fun in 
moderation. B= —SVL 
DOWNLOAD THESE: 
Knuckleheaded 50 Cent assist 
Mean Mug « Well-dressed teen's 
credo First Day of School 


— 
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QUICK TAKES: 


El DeBarge 
Second Chance 
R&B (GEFFEN) 
The past decade has 
i not been easy for El 
(né Eldra) DeBarge, 
hi: Fw the former Motown 
ol family-band star 
™ whose recurring drug 


troubles finally led him to prison in 2008. 
Now a renewed-looking 49, the singer 
addresses that turmoil on the frankly 
confessional Second Chance, his first album 
since 1994—but because his ethereal 
vocals still shimmer so effortlessly, plush 
adult-soul jams like “How Can You Love 
Me” and “When | See You” (the latter 
co-written by Babyface) end up sounding 


Glee: The Music 


Volume 4 
POP (COLUMBIA) 


most of the songs 

on this collection, but 

a spin through its 

18 tracks serves as 

an indulgent yearbook of 
highlights from the first half of Glee’s robust— 
and rather polarizing—second season. Remem- 
ber when Kurt and Blaine fell for each other 
during “Teenage Dream’? When Brittany 
showed she could really dance during “Toxic”? 
Or when the entire cast brought it with their 
season-opening rendition of “Empire State of 
Mind”? Those delightful moments are all here 
sonically—and prove to be just as delightful 


You've already heard 


Ron Isley 
Mr.I 
R&B (ISLAND DEF JAM) 


Isley’s is one of the few 
Y powerful voices of 60s 
soul still serving it up. 
The Isley Brothers’ lead 
loverboy continues to 
set the mood for bed- 
room capers with his balmy quiet-storm 
cuts, fawning over his lady's classic beauty 
on “No More” and yearning for her with his 
delicate falsetto on “| Need You.” Isley, 
who recently completed a sentence for tax 
evasion, doesn’t come off as an old man 
trying to keep up with 2010's class of over- 
sexed R&B stars, but rather as a suave 
veteran gal-getter. His voice remains rich— 


surprisingly serene. It’s the year’s most 
elegant tell-all. Be —MW 

DOWNLOAD THESE: Harmony-drenched 
Joyful » Faith Evans duet Lay With You 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


RIHANNA LOUD pop 

After last year’s bleak, bullet- 
cased Rated R, Rihanna returns 
as a rebooted pop vixen, unde- 
feated by her worst circum- 
stances and finding redemption 
in pop nirvana. A= —LG 


JUSTIN BIEBER 
My Worlds Acoustic POP 
The Biebs offers stripped-down =| 
versions of his hits on 
this perfunctory 
Walmart exclusive. 
Not that the songs 
don’t deliver their 
saccharine payload. 
B- -—uMw 


KANYE WEST * 

My Beautiful Dark 

Twisted Fantasy RAP 

West crafts his influences 

into a fever dream with a 
crescendo around every corner— 
the Beautiful Fantasy of the 
albums title. A —SVL 


MY CHEMICAL ROMANCE 
Danger Days: 

The True Lives of the 
Fabulous Killjoys ROCK 
The glammy, gloomy band 
makes a clean break with 
synthed-up anthems suited for 
the car, not the coffin. But | 
there's no there there, emotional 
or otherwise. B= —Jon Dolan 


SOUNDTRACK 

Burlesque PoP 

Cher warbles, Xtina ululates, and 
Fosse jazz hands are heavily im- 
plied. Aguilera sounds far more 
comfortable here than she did on 
her recent “futuristic” misfire 
Bionic. B —Leah Greenblatt 


the second time around. A= —TS 

*» DOWNLOAD THESE: Better-than-Katy- 
Perry’s-original Teenage Dream » Tear- 
inducing | Want to Hold Your Hand 


and his libido strong. & —Brad Wete 
DOWNLOAD THESE: Bouncing soul 

jam Take It How You Want It « T.l-assisted 

gamble Put Your Money on Me 


KESHA > 

Cannibal pop 

Her herky-jerky rhymes still 
sound like they came from the 
wall of a reform-school kinder- 
garten, but Cannibal should leave 
plenty of sweat and glitter on 
the dance floor. B+ —LG 


NE-YO 

Libra Scale R&B 

Ostensibly a concept album 
about a garbageman who 
develops superpowers right 
before falling in love (no joke). 
Far-fetched story arc aside, he 
remains a charming falsetto 
vocalist with strong echoes of 
Michael Jackson. B+ —SVL 


ROBYN 

Body Talk pop 

The spectacular Swedish import 
continues to languish in the 
cult-act remainder bin, but 
these 15 excellently curated 
electro-pop gems (from a series 
of three mini-EPs) deserve to 
change that. A —LG 
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ALLY COND\|g 


Matched 


Ally Condie 
NOVEL 
By Sara Vilkomerson 


Judging by its 
impressive stats, publishers bid for atte 


: Hsieh = the é Heat auton beige Jette eg 

ottest YA title to hit 

bookstores since seven, bos leita 
The Hunger Games. 


———-——— | ~copgsafthebook | “tesa ben 
countrieshave = have been printed for Kieran irony, 

sree its Nov. 30 publication— who are also working 
ital fat a staggering number — on the Sherlock 
SO Ter. for afirst novel. Holmes sequel. 


LLY CONDIE’S Matched is set in a futuristic 
dystopian world where the Society dictates 
its citizens’ lives: where they work, whom they 
love, even when they die. There are some 
upsides. Because the Society pairs up DNA- 
compatible mates, disease has been eradicated 
(and no one ever has to Internet-date). But 
there are downsides too. Our heroine, 17-year- 
old Cassia, is “matched” with her best friend, Xander. Then 
a glitch in the Society’s usually seamless system convinces 
her that her true match is a quiet orphan with a mysterious 
past named Ky. Naturally she falls for the guy she can’t 
have, and begins to question everything about their way of 
life. By the time Cassia discovers why everyone must 
always carry a red, green, and blue pill—and just how the 
Society goes about making sure people die at the appropriate 
age—WMatched has ventured into surprisingly grown-up 
sci-fi. Not quite Soylent Green territory, but still kinda grim. 
Matched is a brisk and intriguing book, and arrives with 
enormous advance buzz (see below). It raises interesting 
questions about the role of government and free will 


while happily tapping into 
CW-friendly teen angst. But 
MEMORABLE LINES although the novel shares 
“The whispers rise some tropes with YA favorites 
soft around like The Hunger Games and the 


MM RDKCMNSeMN © Twilight series—especially 
their wings under when it comes to love 
WUCMCOMRORGINARIMM  triangles—this first book ina 
_. ‘Your Match. planned trilogy feels just like 
Ue that: a setup toa larger story 
the hostess 4 rather than a stand-alone 
says, smiling. read. Having said that, we'll 
still be in line for book 2. B 
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MAKE IT STOP! 


DOG BOOK EPIDEMIC 


Marley’s floppy-eared cuteness—and his command of the best-seller list—was 
so legendary that publishers are still searching for his replacement. Enough with 
the cutesy tales of beagles and Saint Bernards! —KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


HAVE A PET PEEVE. Specifically, 

the pets peeving me are dogs. 

Bookstores are inundated these 
days with a steady flow of agonizingly 
adorable books about man’s best 
friend. In fact, the number of dog- 
related books published in the last 
two months alone easily reaches 
double digits. To name just a few: 
Saving Cinnamon, The Dog Who 
Couldn’t Stop Loving, A Small Furry 


Prayer, What a Difference a Dog 
Makes. And they are all blatantly, 
painfully the same exaggerated 
story of hope and triumph-of-the- 
humane-society spirit. You know 
the kind—a pit bull learning to love, 
a pug saving a nursing home, a 
Chihuahua crusading for immigration 
reform. Not to be callous, but I’ve 
had it! I’m sure Oogy (The Dog Only 
a Family Could Love) and Pukka (The 


Pup After Merle) are great pooches, 
but their cloyingly cute books 

are enough to give you a case of 
canine diabetes. 

It’s no surprise that one of the 
most popular breeds to write a 
book about is the yellow Lab. Most 
of these recent works are part of the 
same litter, birthed in 2005 by the 
original cutemongering mongrel, 
the star of Marley & Me. John Grogan’s 
best-seller and its subsequent 
movie adaptation installed the 
doggy door through which every 
puppy-loving journalist and writer 
has passed since. Even celebrities 
and respected authors feel comfort- 
able collecting the exploits of their 
well-cared-for wards and releasing 
them to the public, including 
Barbara Bush, Dean Koontz, and 
now Chelsea Handler, who is plan- 
ning a book from the point of view 
of her mutt, Chunk. 

I groan because I love. Dogs are 
wonderful pets: gregarious, doting, 
loyal. So don’t they deserve some- 
thing a little less howlingly saccha- 
rine? John Steinbeck’s memorable 
account of a cross-country road 
trip with his poodle, Travels With 
Charley, stands out as one of the few 
dog-related nonfiction works worthy 
of our faithful companions. But until 
we start seeing more Charley and 
less Marley, or at least a more man- 
ageable amount of tail-wagging 
treacle, I’ll just have to grit my teeth 
and bear it. And check the bottom 
of my shoes as I leave the bookstore. 


ME CHEETA: MY LIFE APE HOUSE 
IN HOLLYWOOD SARA GRUEN 
JAMES LEVER The Water for 
A“memoir” by Elephants author went 
Tarzan’s vine- from pachyderms to 
swinging costar. hominids in this novel. 


BONOBO KASEY TO THE 
HANDSHAKE RESCUE 
VANESSA WOODS ELLEN ROGERS 
A journalist and her The only true monkey 
fiancé study the apes here, Kasey helped 


in war-torn Congo. Rogers’ disabled son. 
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eT | am, 
y =p 
LUCY THE EVOLUTION OF 
LAURENCE BRUNO LITTLEMORE 
GONZALES BENJAMIN HALE 
A speculative science A February 2011 novel 
thriller about a half- about a chimp who talks, 
human, half-chimp girl. among other things. 


Illustration by JOHN UELAND 


Books 


QUICK TAKES 


As Always, Julia 
Edited by Joan Reardon 
NONFICTION 


In 1952, an amateur 
cook named Julia Child 
sent a fan letter to 
Bernard DeVoto, 
author of a trenchant 
Harper's article on 
kitchen knives. DeVoto 
never responded. And lucky for Julia, 
because the reply she did get—a smart, 
chatty missive from DeVoto's wife, Avis— 
planted the seed of one of her most 
cherished friendships. As Always, Julia 
compiles the highlights of their lifelong 
correspondence from that first letter to 
a quick note in 1961. While their conver- 
sations can drag a bit—weather, health, 
and politics get too much space—the 
book is an absorbing portrait of an un- 
expected friendship. & —Adam Markovitz 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


MALAMIRS 


AMERICA BY HEART 


Sarah Palin NONFICTION - 


Palin says this 
hodgepodge of memo- 
ries, excerpts, and 
stories illustrates the 
traits that have made 


OPwasray 
Peeaeres 


Rescue 
Anita Shreve 
NOVEL 


Fans of Anita Shreve 
will likely devour this 
new novel from the 
author of A Change in 
Altitude and The Pilot's 
Wife. EMT Peter Web- 
ster is so smitten with 
Sheila, a beautiful yet deeply damaged 
young woman he encounters at the 
scene of a drunk-driving accident, that 
he marries her soon after. Care to guess 
how that turns out? The narrative, which 
jumps back and forth between their mar- 
riage and the years during which Web- 
ster raises their daughter on his own, is 
compelling. It’s too bad that the most 
intriguing character—the tough-talking 
Sheila—remains a mystery not just to 
Webster but to the reader as well. B —Sv 


Iurreaon 


The actor's third 

novel is a dramedy of 
manners that doubles 
as an immersion course 
in the rarefied world 

i bigoted ee A- 


UNBROKEN Laure 


our country great. 


DECODED Jay-Z 
MEMOIR You won't find 
any gossip here: The 
rapper, who prizes his pri- 
vacy, doesn’t tell all. Still, 
this is Shawn Carter’s 
most honest airing of 
the experiences he drew 
on to create the mythic 
figure: of Sef -Z, A- 


THE EMPEROR OF ALL 
MALADIES Siddhartha 
Mukherjee 

NONFICTION 

Don’t be deterred 

by the subtitle, 

“a biography of 

cancer.” This is a 


brilliant history of the 
disease that Mukherjee, 
a cancer physician, calls 
“the defining plague 

ce our gpk Le "A 


KARDASHIAN 
petiole Kim 
Kar ian, Kourtney 
Kardashian, and 
Khloé Kardashian 
MEMOIR/SELF-HELP 
The reality TV stars 
offer everything from 
waxing tips to boy- 
mend axe: 


AN OBJECT oF 
BEAUTY Steve 
Martin NOVEL 


Hillenbrand BIOGRAPHY 
The story of Louie 
Zamperini—a World 
War II serviceman who 
went down over the 
Pacific and was later 
imprisoned in a hellish 
Japanese POW camp— 
is inspiring, profound, 
and often peak: B 

THE WAKE OF 
FORGIVENESS Bruce 
Machart NOVEL In his 
luminous and wrenching 
tale of four motherless 
brothers, Machart 
skillfully evokes the rural 
Texas landscape of 100 
years ago. A- 


The Chart 


HARDCOVER BEST-SELLERS 


The Reversal 


This week we're featuring 

the list from Manhattan's 
Mysterious Bookshop, where 
Michael Connelly’s latest Harry 
Bosch thriller sits at No. 1. 


REVERSAL 


HARDCOVER TOP 10 


THE REVERSAL Michael Connelly 


AMOS WALKER: THE COMPLETE STORY COLLECTION 
Loren D. Estleman 


CHRISTMAS AT THE MYSTERIOUS BOOKSHOP 
Otto Penzler 

Penzler founded the Mysterious Bookshop 31 years 
ago as a store dedicated to all things thrilling and who- 
dunit. He was a longtime editor and publisher; his com- 
pany, the Mysterious Press, was revived this month. 


PAINTED LADIES Robert B. Parker 


ROGUE ISLAND Bruce DeSilva 


MOONLIGHT MILE Dennis Lehane 


COLLUSION Stuart Neville 


STARTED EARLY, TOOK MY DOG Kate Atkinson 


WORTH DYING FOR Lee Child 


FALL OF GIANTS Ken Follett 


PAPERBACK TOP 10 


THE BLACK LIZARD BIG BOOK OF BLACK MASK STORIES 
Ed. by Otto Penzler 

The iconic pulp magazine Black Mask was the 
breeding ground for some big names in mystery and 
detective fiction, including Dashiell Hammett and 
Raymond Chandler. This collection features stories 
from both, and many others, handpicked by Penzler. 


THE BEST AMERICAN MYSTERY STORIES 2010 
Ed. by Lee Child 


THE SHADOW WOMAN Ake Edwardson 


61 HOURS Lee Child 
While there are a few repeated names among 
the best-sellers, Jack Reacher creator Child’s 
is the only one that appears three times. 


THE BEST AMERICAN CRIME REPORTING 2010 
Ed. by Stephen Dubner 


THE GIRL WITH THE DRAGON TATTOO Stieg Larsson 


THE TRACK OF SAND Andrea Camilleri 


DAMN NEAR DEAD 2: AN ANTHOLOGY OF GEEZER NOIR 
Ed. by Bill Crider 


THE GHOSTS OF BELFAST Stuart Neville 


STILL LIFE Louise Penny 


MARTIN; SANDEE OLIVER 


Grades are from EW’s reviews of the original release SOURCE The Mysterious Bookshop, November best-sellers 
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That's it, 
Mischa. Keep g: 
on walking... 
right off ee 
The 
Bullseye. 


American Idol eliminates 
Top 24 round, depriving the 
world of great talents like 
Ayla Brown, Michelle Delamor, 

and Sundance Head. 


— co 
“=z 
= oy Oscar commits a Z5 
felony: Joan Rivers 35 
t is robbed of a ~ 25 
nomination for her ES 
a $ documentary F i 
fy A Piece of Work. oe : 
Wp Um..hello!? A well-deserved National > | 
» | got engaged Book Award for Patti Pat) 4 
j too! Smith’s gorgeous, tender Yate 
1 memoir. If you haven't ¥ 


read it, get it now. 


Put down this magazine 
and go download Adele’s 
“Rolling in the Deep.” 
Don’t worry, we'll wait. 


Jonathan Franzen's 
Freedom is a 
finalist for the 
Literary Review's 
2010 Bad Sex 
in Fiction Award. 
Too dirty to 
describe here, but 
it rhymes with 
spatological. 


Happy 50th 
birthday! 


Another character 
named George, another 
director named Tom, 
and another date with 
Oscar for Colin Firth. 


Carey 
Mulligan to 
play Daisy 

Buchanan in 


T q / the Great 
. a Gatsby 
t= ~ remake. Like 
ae Daisy's voice, 
A 3 - this news 
5 = is full of 
8 Za money. 
4 
? 


Sigh...another Katy Perry 
boob scandal. This time, they're 


supposedly flattened in an ad for : 
Terriers on FX: 


VHI Divas Salute the Troops. We're not sure this 
is what the Pilgrims Won't you 
- had in mind, but save this poor 
we know where we'll puppy from 
be on Thanksgiving. cancellation? 
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perform a genius cover of “Whip My Hair,” 


Sarah Palin says that American Idol 
contestants suffer from “the cult 
of self-esteem.” Unlike, say, Bristol 
Palin on Dancing With the Stars. 


LIM LHOIN 3LY7‘S39VWI 


"NVHONVA N3Hd3LS 


Purple Kelly, 
Sash, and Fabio 
compete for the 

worst nickname in 
Survivor history. 


Bruce Springsteen and Jimmy Fallon 


VWTI4/OD8VM OBHL :373GV SWVHUVdS 3IUNV1 SHIZIdS S.ONIN FHL WOD'DIDVAW113/01032Z/ 


JON3LING dYVE ft LYVd—SMOTIVH ATHLV3G FHL ONY Y3LLOd AYYVH ‘S3OVWI ALL39/F1IOWYSLLVD HLZYV9 ‘YSNNVd VINOONOT VAS EN, 
MS C1 MARION NIQON OAUNS/INYH NYA DINU CNI44IND LEE CYO4/8I007 NIT COT 2279 “COD/NOINIHS LINO CNOAIANDNS *¥O4/829990 TAYE CNOCY Ye LONYH ‘CAQOUW! AY YA YNYS O1OHa NDAN/ 


even though both probably have 
hair follicles older than Willow Smith. 


NZNY OIVW :NOSAWIS YDISSIF “NOD ) 


nd now we've gotta 
Wait eight months? - 


Where's a Time-Furner 5 


WO'NN3M :NOLYVE VHOSIW ‘AOGNY1/SH31N3 


> Watch Extra 


every Friday (check local listings) for more on the 


celebrities and stories featured in Bullseye 


Kindle. Only $139. 


The all-new, smaller, lighter, faster Kindle. 
Think of a book and start reading it in 60 seconds. 
Carry your library—up to 3,500 books. 

Easy to read, even in bright sunlight. 


8.5 ounces—lighter than a paperback. amaz on ki nd le 


Long battery life—up to one month. Learn more at amazon.com/kindle 


LOC OOE NSAP EEE AEE EE CECE V ERE EY 


ceeerverrertirrere 


“All hugs, no worries.” 
Ryan Kwanten, Actor, Supports City of Hope 
THE FLIGHT BOMBER $98 


For exclusive Holiday Gift Ideas and to share your Holiday Wants for the World visit Facebook.com/Gap 


